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WELCOME TO ST. STEPHEN'S   
Come Find God With Us 

8:00 a.m. Sunday, September 19, 2021 
The Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost 

MORNING PRAYER 
OPENING SENTENCE 
Officiant: I was glad when they said unto me, “We will go into the house of the Lord.” 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
  

Officiant: Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God. 

People: Almighty and most merciful Father,  
we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep,  
we have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts, 
we have offended against thy holy laws,  
we have left undone those things which we ought to have done,  
and we have done those things which we ought not to have done.  
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us,  
spare thou those who confess their faults,  
restore thou those who are penitent,  
according to thy promises declared unto mankind  
in Christ Jesus our Lord;  
and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake,  
that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life,  
to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen. 

Officiant: The Almighty and merciful Lord grant us absolution and remission of all our 
sins, true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of his 
Holy Spirit. Amen. 

INVITATORY & PSALTER 
Officiant: O Lord, open thou our lips. 
People: And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
All: Glory to the Father , and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was 

in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen! 
Officiant: Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness: 
People: O come, let us adore him.  
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JUBILATE   
All: Be joyful in the Lord, all ye lands; serve the Lord with gladness and come 

before his presence with a song. Be ye sure that the Lord he is God; it is 
he that hath made us and not we ourselves; we are his people and the 
sheep of his pasture. O go your way into his gates with thanksgiving 
and into his courts with praise; be thankful unto him and speak good of 
his Name. For the Lord is gracious; his mercy is everlasting; and his 
truth endureth from generation to generation. 

 

PSALM 1 
 

 Happy are they who have not walked 

in the counsel of the wicked,  

nor lingered in the way of 

sinners, 

nor sat in the seats of the 

scornful! 

Their delight is in the law of the Lord,  

and they meditate on his law day 

and night. 

 They are like trees planted by streams 

of water, 

bearing fruit in due season, with 

leaves that do not wither;  

everything they do shall prosper. 

 It is not so with the wicked;  

they are like chaff which the 

wind blows away. 

Therefore the wicked shall not stand 

upright when judgment comes,  

nor the sinner in the council of 

the righteous. 

 For the Lord knows the way of the 

righteous,  

but the way of the wicked is 

doomed. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, 

and to the Holy Spirit; as it was 
in the beginning, is now, and 
will be forever. Amen. 

 

FIRST READING      PROVERBS 31:10-31 

A capable wife who can find? She is far more precious than jewels. The heart of her 

husband trusts in her, and he will have no lack of gain. She does him good, and not 

harm, all the days of her life. She seeks wool and flax, and works with willing hands. 

She is like the ships of the merchant, she brings her food from far away. She rises 

while it is still night and provides food for her household and tasks for her servant-

girls. She considers a field and buys it; with the fruit of her hands she plants a 



 

3 

vineyard. She girds herself with strength, and makes her arms strong. She perceives 

that her merchandise is profitable. Her lamp does not go out at night. She puts her 

hands to the distaff, and her hands hold the spindle. She opens her hand to the poor, 

and reaches out her hands to the needy. She is not afraid for her household when it 

snows, for all her household are clothed in crimson. She makes herself coverings; 

her clothing is fine linen and purple. Her husband is known in the city gates, 

taking his seat among the elders of the land. She makes linen garments and sells them; 

she supplies the merchant with sashes. Strength and dignity are her clothing, 

and she laughs at the time to come. She opens her mouth with wisdom, and the 

teaching of kindness is on her tongue. She looks well to the ways of her household, 

and does not eat the bread of idleness. Her children rise up and call her happy; 

her husband too, and he praises her: “Many women have done excellently, 

but you surpass them all.” Charm is deceitful, and beauty is vain, 

but a woman who fears the Lord is to be praised. Give her a share in the fruit of her 

hands, and let her works praise her in the city gates. 

Officiant:  The Word of the Lord.  People: Thanks be to God.  

 
 
CANTICLE  A SONG OF JERUSALEM OUR MOTHER 
 
All: Rejoice with Jerusalem and be glad for her, all of you who love her, 

Rejoice, rejoice with her, all of you who mourn over her, That you may 
drink deeply with delight from her comforting breast, For thus says our 
God, I will extend peace to her like a river, the wealth of nations like an 
overflowing stream. You shall nurse and be carried on her arm, and you 
shall nestle in her lap. As a mother comforts her child, so I will comfort 
you; you shall be comforted in Jerusalem. You shall see, and your heart 
shall rejoice, you shall flourish like the grass of the fields. 

 

THE GOSPEL MARK 9:30-37 

Jesus and his disciples passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone to know it; for 

he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is to be betrayed into 

human hands, and they will kill him, and three days after being killed, he will rise 

again.” But they did not understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask him. 
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Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, “What 

were you arguing about on the way?” But they were silent, for on the way they had 

argued with one another who was the greatest. He sat down, called the twelve, and 

said to them, “Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.” Then 

he took a little child and put it among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to them, 

“Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever 

welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.”  

 
Officiant:  The Word of the Lord. People: Thanks be to God.  

REFLECTION Evelyn Morgen 

THE APOSTLES' CREED 
  

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by 
the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended 
into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again to judge the living and the dead.  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen 

 
THE PRAYERS 

Officiant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And with thy spirit. 
Officiant: Let us pray. 

All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 
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Officiant: O Lord, show thy mercy upon us; 
People: And grant us thy salvation. 

Officiant: Endue thy ministers with righteousness; 
People: And make thy chosen people joyful. 

Officiant: Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
People: For only in thee can we live in safety. 

Officiant: Lord, keep this nation under thy care; 
People: And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 

Officiant: Let thy way be known upon earth; 
People: Thy saving health among all nations. 

Officiant: Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
People: Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 

Officiant: Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
People: And sustain us with thy Holy Spirit. 

THE COLLECT  
Officiant:    Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love things 

heavenly; and even now, while we are placed among things that are passing 
away, to hold fast to those that shall endure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Leader: Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your 

truth, live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. Lord, in 
your mercy; 

People:     Hear our prayer. 

Leader: Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and 

peace; that we may honor one another and serve the common good. We pray 

especially for our President, Joe; our governor, Ned; and for military 

personnel known to us: Dan Gardella, Neil Hickey, Dan Piccola, Michael 

Shea, Liz Peeler, Mark Benjamin, Philip Austin, Joshua Bradbury, Nick Foydl, 

Charles Whately, James Matthews, and Will Owen. Lord, in your mercy; 

People:     Hear our prayer. 

Leader: Give us a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its 
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resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory. Lord, in 
your mercy; 

People: Hear our prayer. 

Leader: Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve 
Christ in them, and love one another as he loves us. We rejoice with those 
who have cause for joy, especially those who celebrate birthdays this month: 
Lilyann Kaehler, Michelle Phillips, Daniel Hickey, Liz Johnson, Rebeca 
Thompson, Gerry Piccola, Suzann Little, Dennis Corriveau, Mad Fazino, Rob 
Marciniec, Carter Benjamin, Lord, in your mercy; 

People:      Hear our prayer. 

Leader: Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them 
courage and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. 
We pray especially for all who are sick with COVID-19, for essential workers 
who face increased health risks, and for those who have commended 
themselves to our prayers: Rylin Stackhouse, Suzanne, Linda, Larry, Melissa 
Bergman, Frank DiFiglia; Elisabeth; Josephine Howard; Meg; John; Debbie; 
Mary; Ann; Jane Brothers; Lori Saltus; Jeff Sultaire; Pat Goodrich; Chris 
Fazzino; Dan Hamel; Maureen Sheehan; Chris Morgen; Ann Johnson; Gary 
Savona; Jim McKerley; and Sonny. Lord, in your mercy; 

People:     Hear our prayer. 
Leader: We commend to your mercy all who have died, especially James Meyer, Brady 

Gilbert, and all who have passed away during this pandemic; that your will for 
them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in 
your eternal kingdom. Lord, in your mercy; 

People: Hear our prayer. 

Leader: Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully 
accept the prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

People:     Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM  
Officiant: Let us pray. 
All: Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to 

make our common supplication unto thee; and hast promised through 
thy well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in 
his Name thou wilt be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, the 
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desires and petitions of thy servants as may be best for us; granting us 
in this world knowledge of thy truth, and in the world to come life 
everlasting. Amen. 

DISMISSAL 
Leader: Let us bless the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE WORSHIP IS OVER. THE SERVICE BEGINS. 
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THIS WEEK AT ST. STEPHENS 
 

Sunday, September 19 11:00am Coffee Hour 
Tuesday, September 21 8:00am Morning Prayer (online) 
 7:00pm AA 
Wednesday, September 22 7:00pm AA 
Thursday, September 22 8:00am Morning Prayer (online) 
 6:30pm AA Step 
 7:00pm Choir Rehearsal 
Sunday, September 26 8:00am Morning Prayer with Communion 
 10:00am Holy Eucharist  
 11:00am Coffee Hour 

 
ST. STEPHEN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

 
31 Main St. ~ P.O. Box 464 PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
East Haddam, CT 06423 Tuesday & Thursday 10 am – 4 pm 
office@ststeves.org Other times by appointment 
860.873.9547 
 
Priest-in-Charge The Reverend Erin Flinn  reverin@ststeves.org 
Music Director Maryann McCary  maryann@ststeves.org 
Christian Education Lynda Hickey lynda@ststeves.org 
Communications Coordinator Michael Martin Jr michael@ststeves.org 
Parish Sexton Dennis Whitty 
Prayer Hotline Ann DiFiglia  860-575-2318 
 
   

CONNECT WITH US ONLINE 
 

        
   

www.ststeves.org Facebook.com/St.Steves @saintsteves  @ststephensepiscopal  

* Indicates places where it is appropriate to stand (or kneel), as you are able.  Indicates places where it is 
traditional to cross yourself, should you desire. 


