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WELCOME TO ST. STEPHEN'S   
Come Find God With Us 

8:00 a.m. Sunday, September 26, 2021 
The Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

MORNING PRAYER 
OPENING SENTENCE 
Celebrant: I was glad when they said unto me, “We will go into the house of the Lord.” 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
  

Celebrant: Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God. 

People: Almighty and most merciful Father,  
we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep,  
we have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts, 
we have offended against thy holy laws,  
we have left undone those things which we ought to have done,  
and we have done those things which we ought not to have done.  
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us,  
spare thou those who confess their faults,  
restore thou those who are penitent,  
according to thy promises declared unto mankind  
in Christ Jesus our Lord;  
and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake,  
that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life,  
to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen. 

Celebrant: The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission of all 
your sins, true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation 
of his Holy Spirit. Amen. 

INVITATORY & PSALTER 
Celebrant: O Lord, open thou our lips. 
People: And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
All: Glory to the Father , and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was 

in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen! 
Celebrant: Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness: 
People: O come, let us adore him.  
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VENITE   
All: O come, let us sing unto the Lord; let us heartily rejoice in the strength 

of our salvation. Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving and 
show ourselves glad in him with psalms. For the Lord is a great God, 
and a great King above all gods. In his hand are all the corners of the 
earth, and the strength of the hills is his also. The sea is his, and he 
made it, and his hands prepared the dry land. 

 

PSALM 124 
 
If the Lord had not been on our side, 

let Israel now say; 
If the Lord had not been on our side,  

when enemies rose up against us; 
Then would they have swallowed us up 

alive in their fierce anger toward us; 
Then would the waters have 

overwhelmed us and the torrent 
gone over us; 

Then would the raging waters 
have gone right over us. 

Blessed be the Lord! 
he has not given us over to be a 
prey for their teeth. 

We have escaped like a bird from the 
snare of the fowler; 
the snare is broken, and we have 
escaped. 

Our help is in the Name of the Lord, 
the maker of heaven and earth. 

 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, 

and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in 
the beginning, is now, and will be 
forever. Amen. 

 

FIRST READING      ESTHER 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22 

The king and Haman went in to feast with Queen Esther. On the second day, as they 
were drinking wine, the king again said to Esther, “What is your petition, Queen Esther? 
It shall be granted you. And what is your request? Even to the half of my kingdom, it 
shall be fulfilled.” Then Queen Esther answered, “If I have won your favor, O king, and 
if it pleases the king, let my life be given me-- that is my petition-- and the lives of my 
people-- that is my request. For we have been sold, I and my people, to be destroyed, to 
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be killed, and to be annihilated. If we had been sold merely as slaves, men and women, I 
would have held my peace; but no enemy can compensate for this damage to the king.” 
Then King Ahasuerus said to Queen Esther, “Who is he, and where is he, who has 
presumed to do this?” Esther said, “A foe and enemy, this wicked Haman!” Then Haman 
was terrified before the king and the queen. Then Harbona, one of the eunuchs in 
attendance on the king, said, “Look, the very gallows that Haman has prepared for 
Mordecai, whose word saved the king, stands at Haman's house, fifty cubits high.” And 
the king said, “Hang him on that.” So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he had 
prepared for Mordecai. Then the anger of the king abated. Mordecai recorded these 
things, and sent letters to all the Jews who were in all the provinces of King Ahasuerus, 
both near and far, enjoining them that they should keep the fourteenth day of the month 
Adar and also the fifteenth day of the same month, year by year, as the days on which the 
Jews gained relief from their enemies, and as the month that had been turned for them 
from sorrow into gladness and from mourning into a holiday; that they should make 
them days of feasting and gladness, days for sending gifts of food to one another and 
presents to the poor. 
Reader:  The Word of the Lord. People: Thanks be to God.  
 
CANTICLE  A SONG OF THE REDEEMED 
 

All: O ruler of the universe, Lord God, great deeds are they that you have 

done,  surpassing human understanding. Your ways are ways of 

righteousness and truth, O King of all the ages. Who can fail to do you 

homage, Lord, and sing the praises of your Name? For you only are 

the Holy One. All nations will draw near and fall down before you, 

because your just and holy works have been revealed. Glory to the 

Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
 

THE GOSPEL MARK 9:38-50 

John said to Jesus, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, 

and we tried to stop him, because he was not following us.” But Jesus said, “Do 

not stop him; for no one who does a deed of power in my name will be able soon 

afterward to speak evil of me. Whoever is not against us is for us. For truly I tell 

you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear the name of 

Christ will by no means lose the reward. 
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“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in 

me, it would be better for you if a great millstone were hung around your neck 

and you were thrown into the sea. If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it 

is better for you to enter life maimed than to have two hands and to go to hell, to 

the unquenchable fire. And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is 

better for you to enter life lame than to have two feet and to be thrown into hell. 

And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter the 

kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes and to be thrown into hell, 

where their worm never dies, and the fire is never quenched. “For everyone will 

be salted with fire. Salt is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness, how can you 

season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.” 
Celebrant:  The Word of the Lord.  People: Thanks be to God.  

SERMON  The Rev. Erin Flinn 

THE APOSTLES' CREED 
  

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by 
the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended 
into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again to judge the living and the dead.  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen 

 
THE SUFFRAGES 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 

Celebrant: O Lord, show thy mercy upon us; 
People: And grant us thy salvation. 

Celebrant: Endue thy ministers with righteousness; 
People: And make thy chosen people joyful. 
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Celebrant: Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
People: For only in thee can we live in safety. 

Celebrant: Lord, keep this nation under thy care; 
People: And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 

Celebrant: Let thy way be known upon earth; 
People: Thy saving health among all nations. 

Celebrant: Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
People: Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 

Celebrant: Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
People: And sustain us with thy Holy Spirit. 

THE COLLECT  
Celebrant:    O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: 

Grant us the fullness of your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, 
may become partakers of your heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Leader: Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your 

truth, live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. Lord, in 
your mercy; 

People:     Hear our prayer. 

Leader: Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and 

peace; that we may honor one another and serve the common good. We pray 

especially for our President, Joe; our governor, Ned; and for military 

personnel known to us: Dan Gardella, Neil Hickey, Dan Piccola, Michael 

Shea, Liz Peeler, Mark Benjamin, Philip Austin, Joshua Bradbury, Nick Foydl, 

Charles Whately, James Matthews, and Will Owen. Lord, in your mercy; 

People:     Hear our prayer. 

Leader: Give us a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its 
resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory. Lord, in 
your mercy; 

People: Hear our prayer. 

Leader: Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve 
Christ in them, and love one another as he loves us. We rejoice with those 
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who have cause for joy, especially those who celebrate birthdays this month: 
Lilyann Kaehler, Michelle Phillips, Daniel Hickey, Liz Johnson, Rebeca 
Thompson, Gerry Piccola, Suzann Little, Dennis Corriveau, Mad Fazino, Rob 
Marciniec, Carter Benjamin; Lord, in your mercy; 

People:      Hear our prayer. 

Leader: Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them 
courage and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. 
We pray especially for all who are sick with COVID-19, for essential workers 
who face increased health risks, and for those who have commended 
themselves to our prayers: Stackhouse, Suzanne, Linda, Larry, Melissa 
Bergman, Frank DiFiglia; Elisabeth; Josephine Howard; Meg; John; Debbie; 
Mary; Ann; Jane Brothers; Lori Saltus; Jeff Sultaire; Pat Goodrich; Chris 
Fazzino; Dan Hamel; Maureen Sheehan; Chris Morgen; Ann Johnson; Gary 
Savona; Jim McKerley; and Sonny. Lord, in your mercy; 

People:     Hear our prayer. 
Leader: We commend to your mercy all who have died, especially James Meyer, Brady 

Gilbert, and all who have passed away during this pandemic; that your will for 
them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in 
your eternal kingdom. Lord, in your mercy; 

People: Hear our prayer. 

Leader: Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully 
accept the prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

People:     Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM  
Celebrant: Let us pray. 
All: Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to 

make our common supplication unto thee; and hast promised through 
thy well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in 
his Name thou wilt be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, the 
desires and petitions of thy servants as may be best for us; granting us 
in this world knowledge of thy truth, and in the world to come life 
everlasting. Amen. 
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THE PEACE 
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People: And with thy spirit.  

OFFERTORY 
Celebrant:  Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and a 

sacrifice to God 
 

Thank you for your generous support. Don’t carry cash or check? Text your donation to 860.333.6860 
 

 HOLY COMMUNION 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.  
People: And with thy spirit.  
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.  
People: We lift them to the Lord.  
Celebrant: Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.  
People: It is meet and right so to do.  

Celebrant:  It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and 
in all places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting 
God; who by water and the Holy Spirit hast made us a new people in Jesus 
Christ our Lord, to show forth thy glory in all the world. Therefore with 
Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and 
magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying 

 
All: Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts: Heaven and earth are full of thy 

glory. Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High. Blessed is he that cometh in 
the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Celebrant: All glory be to thee, O Lord our God, for that thou didst create heaven and 

earth, and didst make us in thine own image; and, of thy tender mercy, didst 
give thine only Son Jesus Christ to take our nature upon him, and to suffer 
death upon the cross for our redemption. He made there a full and perfect 
sacrifice for the whole world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel 
command us to continue, a perpetual memory of that his precious death and 
sacrifice, until his coming again.  
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 For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to thee, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, 
eat, this is my Body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, saying, “Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the 
New Covenant, which is shed for you, and for many, for the remission of 
sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy people do celebrate and 
make, with these thy holy gifts which we now offer unto thee, the memorial 
thy Son hath commanded us to make; having in remembrance his blessed 
passion and precious death, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 
and looking for his coming again with power and great glory.  

 And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us, and, with 
thy Word and Holy Spirit, to bless and sanctify these gifts of bread and wine, 
that they may be unto us the Body and Blood of thy dearly-beloved Son Jesus 
Christ. 

 And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness to accept this, our sacrifice of 
praise and thanksgiving, whereby we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our 
selves, our souls and our bodies. Grant, we beseech thee, that all who partake 
of this Holy Communion may worthily receive the most precious Body and 
Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, and be filled with thy grace and heavenly 
benediction ; and also that we and all thy whole Church may be made one 
body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him; through the same 
Jesus Christ our Lord; By whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity 
of the Holy Ghost all honor and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, 
world without end.   

All: Amen. 

 
Celebrant: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 
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BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
Celebrant: Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 
 

All: O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world,  

 have mercy upon us. 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world,  

 have mercy upon us. 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world,  

 grant us thy peace. 

 

All:  We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting 
in our own righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We 
are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. 
But thou art the same Lord whose property is always to have mercy. 
Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son 
Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in 
him, and he in us. Amen. 

 

THE INVITATION 
Celebrant: Behold what you are. 
People: May we become what we receive.  
 
Please come forward in a single line with your masks on to receive the communion bread and consumyour 
bread back at your seats. Individually wrapped gluten-free wafers available by request. Only the bread 
will be distributed at this time. The consecrated wine in the chalice will be shared with creation and 
reverently returned to the earth. In the Episcopal tradition, we believe that taking communion in “one 
kind” (bread only) is considered full participation in the Eucharist when circumstances, individual or 
communal, prohibit sharing or consuming the wine.  
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Celebrant:  Let us pray. 
All:  Almighty and ever living God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou 

dost feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most 
precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost 
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assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are 
very members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed 
company of all faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy 
everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, 
so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy 
fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to 
walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the 
Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Celebrant: We celebrate and congratulate all those who have wedding anniversaries this 
month, and offer this prayer: O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage 
that it represents the spiritual unity between Christ and his Church: Send your blessing 
upon these your servants as they celebrate their anniversary, that they may continue to 
love, honor and cherish each other in faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and true 
godliness, that their home may be a haven of blessing and peace; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.  
 
And to all those with birthdays this week, known and unknown to us, we pray: O God 
our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servants as they begin 
another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in 
your goodness all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
  

BLESSING 
Celebrant: May the God who brings peace, bring peace down upon you, upon this 

community, and upon this world, and may the blessings of God our 
Creator, Redeemer, and Giver of Life be with you always.  

All:  Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 
Leader: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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THE WORSHIP IS OVER. THE SERVICE BEGINS. 
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THIS WEEK AT ST. STEPHENS 
 

Sunday, September 26  11:00am Coffee Hour 
Tuesday, September 28 8:00am Morning Prayer (online) 
 7:00pm AA 
Wednesday, September 29 7:00pm AA 
Thursday, September 30 8:00am Morning Prayer (online) 
 6:30pm AA Step 
 7:00pm Choir Rehearsal 
Sunday, October 3 8:00am Morning Prayer with Communion  
 10:00am Holy Eucharist 
 11:00am Coffee Hour 

 
ST. STEPHEN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

 
31 Main St. ~ P.O. Box 464 PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
East Haddam, CT 06423 Tuesday & Thursday 10 am – 4 pm 
office@ststeves.org Other times by appointment 
860.873.9547 
 
Priest-in-Charge The Reverend Erin Flinn  reverin@ststeves.org 
Music Director Maryann McCary  maryann@ststeves.org 
Christian Education Lynda Hickey lynda@ststeves.org 
Communications Coordinator Michael Martin Jr michael@ststeves.org 
Parish Sexton Dennis Whitty 
Prayer Hotline Ann DiFiglia  860-575-2318 
 
   

CONNECT WITH US ONLINE 
 

        
   

www.ststeves.org Facebook.com/St.Steves @saintsteves  @ststephensepiscopal  

* Indicates places where it is appropriate to stand (or kneel), as you are able.  Indicates places where it is 
traditional to cross yourself, should you desire. 


