
1 

 

September 19, 2021 | Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost  

WELCOME_____ 
 

We are blessed to have you worship with us. At St. Stephen’s, visitors and newcomers are an important and 

expected part of our communal vitality. Whoever you are, wherever you find yourself on life’s journey, and 

whatever questions dwell in your heart, you are welcome here. Whatever your race, class, sexuality, beliefs, or 

talents, we hope that you join us in the radical hospitality of God’s table.  

CELL PHONES_____ 
 

We are excited that you want to share what you have found here at St. Stephen’s, and encourage you to do so! In 

fact, you will find us on Facebook if you choose to check-in, and you can follow us on Twitter @saintsteves and 

Instagram @ststephens. We look forward to seeing what you have to say!  

We also ask that you turn off the volume on your device out of respect for those sitting around you. We want to 

make sure that they have as wonderful a worship experience as you are having. 

COVID-19 SAFETY_____ 

We are very pleased and blessed to be able to provide an in-person service, but in order to do so safely and 

respectfully, we ask that you be aware of the following rules and adhere to them for everyone’s sake: 

• Please wear your mask during the service, and in the vestibule before and after. 

• We will abstain from shaking hands at the passing of the peace, there will not be a reception line 

following worship. 

• Communion will be “in one kind,” meaning bread-only, until such time as our bishops direct. 

• The parish hall bathrooms will be open but you will be responsible for disinfecting the bathroom both 

before and after each use, as we are trying to either eliminate or minimize bathroom use. 

• You are welcome to sing, but please keep your mask on. 

• During Coffee Hour, please maintain masking and social distance to the extent possible. If the 

weather is favorable, please congregate outside. 
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PRELUDE: OFFERTOIRE THEODORE DUBOIS 

OPENING HYMN: “GOD IS LOVE, LET HEAVEN ADORE HIM” #379, HYMNAL 1982 

OPENING SENTENCE 

Officiant: I was glad when they said unto me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” 

 

CONFESSION OF SIN    

Officiant:     Let us humbly confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

People: Most merciful God,  

we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 

done, and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart;  

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  

have mercy on us and forgive us;  

that we may delight in your will,  

and walk in your ways,  

to the glory of your name. Amen. 

 Officiant: Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us 

in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen. 

INVITATORY & PSALTER 

Officiant:  Lord, open our lips. 

People: And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

All: Glory to the Father , and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as was I beginning, is now, and 

will be for ever. Amen!  

Officiant: Worship the Lord in the beauty of his holiness: 

People: O come, let us adore him.  

  

THE VENITE       PSALM 95            S 35, HYMNAL 1982 
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Officiant: Let us sing together Psalm 1:1-6 

 

 

  

 

CHOIR: 

1. Happy are they who have not walked in the council_______________   of     the        wicked,* 

2. Their delight is in the ______________________________________ law   of the     Lord,* 

3. They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due 

 seasons, with leaves that________________________________  do     not         wither,* 

4. It is not ________________________________________________so    with the      wicked,* 

5. Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when_______________ judg - ment         comes,* 

6. For the Lord knows the ___________________________________ way   of the        righteous,* 

7. Glory to the Father and,___________________________________  to        the          Son,      

8.  As it was in the be - _____________________________________  ginning     is          now, 

 

 

 

 

PEOPLE: 

1. nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the __________ seat   of the     scorn  -  ful. 

2. and they meditate on _________________________________ his     law     day and night. 

3. everything they ______________________________________  do      shall     pros    -    per.     

4. they are like the chaff which the________________________    w i n d         blows a  - way. 

5. nor the sinner in the __________________________________coun - cil   of  the  righteous. 

6. but the ___________________________________________ way   of the wicked is doomed. 

7. and_________________________________________________ to   the        Ho -ly   Spirit. 

8. and_______________________________________________ will be   for     ever A  -  men.  

 

FIRST READING PROVERBS 31:10-31 

A capable wife who can find? She is far more precious than jewels. The heart of her husband trusts in her, and 
he will have no lack of gain. She does him good, and not harm, all the days of her life. She seeks wool and flax, 
and works with willing hands. She is like the ships of the merchant, she brings her food from far away. She ris-
es while it is still night and provides food for her household and tasks for her servant-girls. She considers a 
field and buys it; with the fruit of her hands she plants a vineyard. She girds herself with strength, and makes 
her arms strong. She perceives that her merchandise is profitable. Her lamp does not go out at night.  



4 

 

She puts her hands to the distaff, and her hands hold the spindle. She opens her hand to the poor, 

and reaches out her hands to the needy. She is not afraid for her household when it snows, for all her household 

are clothed in crimson. She makes herself coverings; her clothing is fine linen and purple. Her husband is known 

in the city gates, taking his seat among the elders of the land. She makes linen garments and sells them; she sup-

plies the merchant with sashes. Strength and dignity are her clothing, and she laughs at the time to come. She 

opens her mouth with wisdom, and the teaching of kindness is on her tongue. She looks well to the ways of her 

household, and does not eat the bread of idleness. Her children rise up and call her happy; 

her husband too, and he praises her: “Many women have done excellently, but you surpass them all.” Charm is 

deceitful, and beauty is vain, but a woman who fears the Lord is to be praised. Give her a share in the fruit of her 

hands, and let her works praise her in the city gates. 

 

Reader:  The word of the Lord 

 

People:  Thanks be to God.  

Canticle E    A Song of Jerusalem Our Mother  Enriching Our Worship 

All: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Choir: 

1.  I will extend peace to her like a river, the wealth of nations like an overflowing stream. You shall nurse and be 

carried on her arm, and you shall nestle in her lap. 

All:  Rejoice, rejoice with Jerusalem…. 

2. As a mother comforts her child, so will I comfort you; ;you shall be comforted in Jerusalem.  You shall see, and 

your heart rejoice, you shall flourish like the grass of the fields. 

All:  Rejoice, rejoice with Jerusalem…. 
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THE EPISTLE JAMES 3:13-4:3, 7-8A 

Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your works are done with gentleness 

born of wisdom. But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not be boastful and false to 

the truth. Such wisdom does not come down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish. For where there is 

envy and selfish ambition, there will also be disorder and wickedness of every kind. But the wisdom from above is 

first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or hy-

pocrisy. And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace for those who make peace. Those conflicts and disputes 

among you, where do they come from? Do they not come from your cravings that are at war within you? You 

want something and do not have it; so you commit murder. And you covet something and cannot obtain it; so 

you engage in disputes and conflicts. You do not have, because you do not ask. You ask and do not receive, be-

cause you ask wrongly, in order to spend what you get on your pleasures. Submit yourselves therefore to God. 

Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw near to God, and he will draw ear to you. 

 

Canticle 20 Gloria in excelsis S 280, The Hymnal 1982 

Officiant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.  

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ 

THE GOSPEL MARK 9:30-37 

Jesus and his disciples passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone to know it; for he was teaching his disci-

ples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is to be betrayed into human hands, and they will kill him, and three days 

after being killed, he will rise again.” But they did not understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask him. 

Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, “What were you arguing about on 

the way?” But they were silent, for on the way they had argued with one another who was the greatest. He sat 

down, called the twelve, and said to them, “Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.” Then 

he took a little child and put it among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to them, “Whoever welcomes one 

such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me. 

Officiant:   The Word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God.  

REFLECTION  EVELYN MORGAN 

THE APOSTLE’S CREED  

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy 

Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into 

heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living 

and the dead.  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the for-

giveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Officiant:  Let us pray. 

THE PRAYERS 

All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses as 

we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Officiant: Show us your mercy, O Lord; 

People: And grant us your salvation. 

Officiant: Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 

People: Let your people sing with joy. 

Officiant: Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 

People: For only in you can we live in safety. 

Officiant: Lord, keep this nation under your care; 

People: And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 

Officiant: Let your way be known upon earth; 

People: Your saving health among all nations. 

Officiant: Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 

People: Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 

Officiant: Create in us clean hearts, O God; 

People: And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 

 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Officiant: Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love things heavenly; and even now, 

while we are placed among things that are passing away, to hold fast to those that shall endure; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 

and ever. Amen 

 

PRAYER FOR MISSION 

People: O God, you have made one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your blessed Son to 

preach peace to those who are far off and to those who are near:  Grant that people every-

where may seek after you and find you; bring the nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit 

upon all flesh; and hasten the coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

 

THE PEACE  

Officiant: The Peace of the Lord be with you. 

All: And also with you. 
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THE WORSHIP IS OVER. THE SERVICE BEGINS. 

Please join us for Coffee Hour—all are welcome to join!  

(Note: Please maintain masking and social distance to the extent possible if indoors) 

THE OFFERTORY  

Officiant: Let us walk in love as Christ loved us, and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God. 

MUSICAL OFFERING: “LEAD ME, LORD” SAMUEL WESLEY 

All: All things come of thee Oh Lord, and of thing own have we given thee.  Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM  

Officiant: Let us pray. 

All: Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 

supplication unto thee; and hast promised through thy well-beloved Son that when two or 

three are gathered together in his Name thou wilt be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O 

Lord, the desires and petitions of thy servants as may be best for us; granting us in this 

world knowledge of thy truth, and in the world to come life everlasting. Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS, BIRTHDAYS, AND ANNIVERSARIES                   

Thank you for your generous support. Text your donation to 860.333.6860 

We celebrate and congratulate all those who have wedding anniversaries this month, and offer this prayer: O 

God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that it represents the spiritual unity between Christ and 

his Church: Send your blessing upon these your servants as they celebrate their anniversary, that they may con-

tinue to love, honor and cherish each other in faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and true godliness, that their 

home may be a haven of blessing and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

And to all those with birthdays this week, known and unknown to us, we pray: O God, our times are in your 

hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servants as they begin another year. Grant that they may grow in wis-

dom and grace, and strengthen their trust in your goodness all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

THE BLESSING 

Officiant: Life is short, and we do not have much time to gladden the hearts of those who make the journey 

with us. So, be swift to love, and make haste to be kind. And the blessing of God, who made us, who 

loves us, and who travels with us be with you now and forever. Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN:  “IF THOU BUT TRUST IN GOD TO GUIDE THEE   #635 HYMNAL 1982 

DISMISSAL 

Officiant: Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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Priest in Charge The Reverend Erin Flinn  reverin@ststeves.org 

Music Director Maryann McCary maryann@ststeves.org 

Christian Education Lynda Hickey lynda@ststeves.org 

Communications Coordinator Michael Martin michael@ststeves.org 

Parish Sexton Dennis Whitty  

Prayer Hotline Ann DiFiglia 860.575.2318 

CONNECT WITH US ONLINE 

www.ststeves.org facebook.com/St.Steves @saintsteves 

THIS WEEK AT ST. STEPHENS 

Sunday, September 19  11:00am Coffee Hour 

Tuesday September 21 8:00am Morning Prayer (online) 

   7:00pm AA 

Wednesday, September 22 7:00pm AA 

Thursday, September 23 8:00am Morning Prayer (online) 

   6:30pm AA Step 

   7:00pm Choir Rehearsal 

Sunday, September 26 8:00am Morning Prayer with Communion  

   10:00am Holy Eucharist  

   11:00 am Coffee Hour 

@ststephens 


