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Church Records for 2020 
 

Total Sunday Attendance: 2,845 

Sunday Attendance Jan. 1 – Mar. 15 (in person): 634      

Average In-Person Sunday Attendance: 58 

Sunday Attendance Mar. 22 – Dec. 27 (online): 2,211 

Average Online Sunday Attendance: 54  

Easter Sunday Attendance: 75     

Baptisms: 0        

Confirmations: 6       

Receptions:  0       

Weddings: 1         

Burials: 1          

Celebrations of Marriage 

Thomas Joseph Sevigny and Susan Getchell Gilsenan 

The Faithfully Departed 

Irene Herden, Gordon Cobleigh, Amanda Lisitano 

Vestry & Lay Leadership 
Wardens: Glenn Brielmann, Gray Sawyer 

Treasurer: Dennis Tovey 

Vestry Classes 
Class of 2021 
Tom Angers 

Diane Widger 
Chris Miner 

 

Class of 2022 
Laura Borg 

Kendall Knox 
Ruth Vitale 

 

Class of 2023  
TBD 

 

Convention Delegates: Gray Sawyer, Olivia Pear                                                                                                                         
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Priest-in-Charge’s Report 
St. Stephen is to be commended for their joy and perseverance during a very difficult year, that at times may have felt 

like it would have no end. You have been faithful and have continued to bear witness to God’s love in a turbulent time. 

This year we were confronted by the novel coronavirus, SARS-CoV-2, better known as COVID-19. The virus began 

spreading in the United States in late 2019 / early 2020. By March much of the state of Connecticut had shutdown. We 

closed our restaurants and shops, people were encouraged to work from home whenever possible, our church doors 

closed and in-person worship ceased as you made the difficult decision to walk in love and keep each other safe.  

By summer our tired country, battered by a viral pandemic, was confronted by another pandemic of injustice as we 

reckoned with our history and complicity in the sin of racism in ways that we have not done for at least a generation. 

Come fall we were a nation of unrest.  

In the midst of two national crises, St. Stephen’s continued to gather online to share the Gospel, dwell in prayer, find 

fellowship, and worship our God whom we know has not forgotten us nor forsaken us.  

This summer St. Stephen’s also entered into a time of transition. After eight years of service, the Rev. Adam Yates 

celebrated his last worship service with you all on August 9, and 

gave him a special goodbye on the hill on August 11. Without a 

rector in place, your lay-leaders stepped up with grace and 

courage to keep the church going. You held morning prayer each 

Sunday at 10 am via Zoom, which was broadcast via YouTube. You 

took turns preaching and leading worship. Lynda Hickey continued 

to make online opportunities available to the youth, providing 

Godly Play videos and gathering outside when possible with masks 

and social distancing. Maryann McCary continued to lead the choir, 

gathering in small groups or one-to-one to prerecord hymns and 

solos. You met online for morning prayer during the week, and 

continued your book-studies over Zoom – taking the initiative to 

engage in racial healing, justice and reconciliation work by reading “Between the World and Me” by Ta-Nehisi Coates 

and engaging with the SE Region Read regarding Northern complicity in slavery. You continued to serve your community 

by gathering food for the pantry and a $3,000 donation, and by making your space available to AA for meetings and the 

Red Cross for blood drives. You were adaptive, flexible and creative — proving that while your building was closed the 

Church was still alive and living into God’s mission, albeit in new ways. 

In mid-fall, I had the opportunity to meet with the vestry to explore a new call to St. Stephen’s. During our time together 

they spoke of all the things that made St. Stephen’s the community that it is — a group of people who care deeply for 

one another, seek always to follow Christ, and live out their baptismal covenant in the community. You spoke of your 

desire to connect with other parishes in the South East Region of ECCT to share resources and ideas. You mentioned the 

joy of the multi-vestry retreat that was held shortly before Covid-19 hit the community, and the hope that that gathering 

had brought. You had dreams of serving your community through the mission outreach program, Neighbor-to-Neighbor, 

and Harvest House. These dreams were put on hold for 2020, but I believe that these indicatives are so much a part of 

who you are that we will return to them both when it is safe to do so.  

Before the pandemic you were living into new ways of engaging in youth formation. You had begun to explore 

intergenerational opportunities, and new ways of engaging young children in the worship service. You interviewed 
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several parishes the year prior that led you to launch into new ideas. Rest assured that all the information you gathered 

and the creativity you discovered are all still there! Those ideas are not lost, they are simply waiting with eager 

anticipation. 

In conclusion, during our short time together, I can say with confidence that we are a community of strength and a 

community of love. We have the spirit of perseverance and we will get through this difficult time, together. Our faith 

assures us that there is always God, and there is always hope; even if we cannot feel it or see it, it is there. While some 

of our programs may be paused, we are not stagnant. We are learning and growing in our relationship with Christ. There 

will be resurrection and jubilee in the years to come, this I believe. Let us have faith and hope that God can in fact make 

all things new and we will not be left in a season of lament forever. 

 

From Revelation to John 21:3-5: 

And I [John] heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 
“See, the home of God is among mortals. 
He will dwell with them; 
they will be his peoples, 
and God himself will be with them; 
he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 
Death will be no more; 
mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 
for the first things have passed away.” 
And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these 
words are trustworthy and true.” 
 

God Bless, 

The Rev. Erin Flinn 
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Wardens’ Report  
St. Stephen’s hit the ground running in January 2020 then ground to a screeching halt in mid-March. In the first fifth of 

the year we held the annual meeting with all that that entails, hosted in February a region-wide Vestry retreat at Camp 

Incarnation in Essex, ordered a set of replacement emergency lighting for the church and parish hall, and redecorated 

and refitted the two restrooms in the parish hall. Ironically, we decided to experiment with holding a Bible study over 

Zoom. We did all this in the first ten weeks of 2020. We rocked! 

We kept on rocking but over Zoom. In March, the Vestry had their first meeting over Zoom and we had our first remote 

worship service. Luckily, our Rector knew how to run the service and it went smoothly. Holy Week taxed the 

imaginations of the Ministry Committee. We decided, the palms having already been ordered, to distribute them in the 

parking lot. Palm Sunday and Easter were streamed from the church thanks to the efforts of Thom Hagerth and others. 

During the April Vestry voted to donate $3000 to the East Haddam Food Pantry and publicize it to encourage others to 

do the same. In May we began plans to eventually reopen. We designed sign-off sheets for cleaning the church, 

purchased hand sanitizers, and wipes, and velvet ropes to mark of the church for social distancing.  

In July our Rector, Adam Yates, announced he had accepted the call to a parish in Vancouver, Canada, and his last day 

was to be August 11. We had a service on the hill to bid him farewell. The Vestry then undertook the search for his 

replacement under the guidelines laid out in the “Transition is the New Normal” document. This could not have 

happened at a more inconvenient time. The Canon for Mission Leadership, Lee Ann Tolzmann, had her sabbatical and 

we had to wait till she returned. Then, immediately after she outlined the process for us, she had to take a medical 

leave. Nevertheless, we persisted, and called the Reverend Erin Flinn to be our new Priest in Charge. She began on 

January fifth.  

I wish to thank the licensed Lay Readers and Preachers who faithfully preached and led Morning Prayer throughout this 

time: Joy Anderson, Phyllis and Herbert Anderson, Bill Barney, Kathy Faye, Thom Hagerth, Evelyn Morgan and Lee Febos. 

A special thank you to the man who faithfully hosted the service, coordinating the slides, the music, and the breakout 

rooms, Bill Faye. He also trained Joy Anderson and Gwen Pond to substitute for him when he needed to take much 

needed breaks. Maryann McCary, assisted by Thom Hagerth, provided the music for our Zoom services which did much 

to make us feel like worshiping on Zoom was normal.  

Finally I wish to thank Glenn Brielmann, my Co-warden, who is stepping down this year after many years of service as a 

member of the Vestry and Co-warden. I have found Glenn both wise and a skilled craftsman, an unbeatable combination 

for a warden. And I wish to thank Bill Faye for stepping forward as your new Co-warden. 

 

Blessings to all,  

Gray Sawyer and Glenn Brielmann 

 

 

 

 



 

 

6 St. Stephen’s Annual Report 2020 

January 31, 2021 

 

Stewardship Report 
The Stewardship theme for 2021 is “We Are The Church.” How appropriate this is, given the year we have just 

experienced, and especially since we have not been able to worship together within the four walls of St. Stephen’s. Our 

worshiping of God’s Blessings has been stronger than ever as we moved to virtual worship meetings and continued 

fellowship. This is where we have experienced the wonders of St. Stephen’s Stewardship. Our church leadership has not 

missed a Sunday Worship, as they have been flawlessly planned and executed despite the pandemic and not having a 

priest. We continue to experience all aspects of our church life as you can clearly see by the committee report updates 

in this annual report. This is the strength of Stewardship which includes all of us...  our time… our talents and our 

treasures. This “Word Cloud Picture” shows how rich St. Stephen’s Stewardship is, as it is made up of our parishioners, 

lay ministers, leaders and so many dedicated people of faith. We are so blessed!! 

On behalf of the Co-Wardens, Vestry and the Stewardship Team we want to thank you as we celebrate your stewardship 

to St. Stephen’s! 

Stewardship At St. Stephen’s 

 

 

 



 

 

7 St. Stephen’s Annual Report 2020 

January 31, 2021 

 

Facilities Report 
2020 was a very weird year. The Facilities Committee had a dozen meetings to start the year and then COVID hit and we 

hardly met after that. On January 9, Phil, Liz J., Adam and I completed our Building needs list, which is a complete listing 

or everything that needs to be fixed at St. Stephen’s. We also went through all of our emergency lighting and made a list 

of all that needs replacing. 

On February 11, we changed a couple of broken outlets, replaced the sextant’s closet faucet, replaced an attic light, and 

replaced all the trim on the sliding doors in the chapel that we’d fixed last year. And on February 27 we took about 30 

cans of dead paint to Shagbarks to get recycled. 

In March, Liz J., Bill F. and I finished installing the trim on the new window in the 

Harvest House room. We also installed a new vanity and sink in the men’s room. 

Next up was a road trip to the East Haven Home Depot with Phil to get two new 

vanities and sinks for the women’s room. It was a long trip but that was the closest 

Home Depot that had the vanities that we wanted, and Phil gets a veteran’s 

discount there. On the 10th Phil and I started installing the two vanities while Dana 

Duncan painted the trim in the Harvest House room and painted the men’s room. 

Dana Sawyer started replacing emergency lighting that has burned out. Liz 

installed the faucets and got both sinks ready for final installation. Phil and I 

finished the final install and put a coat of paint on the women’s room. The 2nd coat 

of paint came two days later and we were able to hang the cross in the chapel 

which had become dangerously loose.  

If not for Covid I think I would have been able to write many more paragraphs listing jobs we completed. We made a 

road trip in July down Main Street to a client of Liz. J’s to get six donated tables and 22 really nice wooden chairs with 

cushions. We also made two sanitizer stands. Hopefully we can go back to normal in 2021. 

We were able to get the Nativity out this year and the window lights put up with all of us wearing our masks. Thank yous 

to Brian Pear and his daughters Olivia and Eva, Gwen and Alice Pond, Lucas James, Phil, Dana D. and Bill Faye. Thank you 

to Debby and Dana Duncan who got all the wreaths purchased and put up as well as greening and lighting the entryway. 

I wish to say thank you to all that helped this year and every year, because without you it wouldn’t get done.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Glenn Brielmann, for the Facilities Committee 
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Christian Education & Youth Group Report 
Christmas Pageant – This year the youth presented “A Not So Ordinary Christmas Pageant.” Since the church was still 

closed due to the pandemic, we were able to film our pageant and offer it to all through a video link. It turned out to be 

a lot of fun and very memorable! Many thanks to all who participated and their furry family members! A special thanks 

to Gwen & Peter Pond for their assistance. 

Curriculum – Due to the very low enrollment, children and youth formation is now being held after the service for all 

those wishing to attend. An area was created in the front of the church for young children during the service and all 

older youth are welcome to sit together towards the front of the church. 

During the shutdown, Godly play lessons were being offered through a video link along with activity sheets and parent 

handouts. For Advent, activity packets were put together for families and left in a bin outside for anyone who wanted 

one. 

Youth Group – For the start of the 2020 Youth Group 

program, the MS and HS Youth Groups were meeting on 

different nights. In order to make Youth Group more 

accessible and accommodating for families, the two groups 

were combined to meet on the same evening, which is the 

first Friday of the month. During our COVID-19 shutdown, 

YG was offered through zoom on the same night and time 

as our in-person meetings. We needed to get a little 

creative and offered virtual game nights, scavenger hunts, 

and were able to hold a few outdoor in person meetings 

around a campfire. 

We were also able to gather outdoors for a special send off 

to Father Adam.  The youth presented him with a memory 

book from all of our adventures and a generous gift card.   

Respectfully submitted, 

Lynda Hickey 

Director of Christian Education 
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Music Report 
Adapting to and finding ways to provide music for Zoom services was the overriding challenge of 2020.  In the spring, the 

choir was able to stay active and connected with weekly Zoom rehearsals, recording their individual voices at home. 

These recordings were uploaded to a common server, where they were assembled into virtual choir anthems.   

Any sort of live music, be it vocal or instrumental, is not possible on Zoom, so all music had to be prerecorded.  Due to 

copyright laws, which apply because Zoom services that are live streamed are considered to be broadcast performances, 

recorded music from CD’s could not be used, although we did find a few that were out of copyright and used them.  It is 

difficult to record the organ, so the piano was used.  (The new digital pianos record directly into the machinery, 

producing a MIDI file that can be converted into an MP3, which is the format recognized by almost all devices.)   A 

Prelude and a Musical Reflection, vocal or instrumental, was provided for each service.   

 

A small group of choir members assembled monthly and recorded five to six hymns at a time, standing apart and 

wearing masks.  These recordings were then doubled so they would sound more like a congregation, and were used as 

the opening hymns. 

Cindy Hatchett, Bill Faye, Mary Sawyer, David Nelson, Gwen and Alice Pond, Olivia and Ava Pear recorded solos for 

various services.  When there were no soloists, a piano interlude was provided. 

Special thanks go to Thom Hagerth, who spent many hours editing the audio and video submissions, and converting the 

piano and hymn files each week.  

Respectfully Submitted, 

Maryann McCary 

Director of Music 
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Altar Guild 
2020 will be known as the year the Altar Guild went on hiatus.  We hope to be back as soon as it is safe to worship in the 

Sanctuary.   

We have a group of very loyal Altar Guild members:  Liz Salie, Maggie Shepherd, Evelyn Morgen, Lori Inferrera, Meg Van 

Steenburgh, Barbara Hass, Gray Sawyer, Mary Humpage and Betsy Barney. Barbara keeps all of the linens washed and 

ironed, and it is truly the work of God that she is able to keep them free of any stains.  

We pray that the 2021 Altar Guild Report will have more activity to share with everyone.   

Faithfully submitted,  

Debby Duncan 

Ladies Aid Society 
Ladies Aid is open to all women of the church. We work together on fundraising to benefit the church and community 
missions.  

Due to Covid-19, the ladies’ committee decided not to hold the annual Christmas Cookie Fair in 2020. Therefore, we did 
not have the additional funds to distribute. The interest earned will carry over and be distributed after the 2021 Cookie 
Fair and included in the 2022 report. We hope to be back stronger than ever in 2021.  

Thank you, 

Betsy Barney, Co-President Ladies Aid 

Ladies Aid Society Financial Report 
Due to Covid 19, we were unable to hold the annual Christmas Cookie Fair. We hope to be back stronger than ever in 

2021. 

The annual meeting for distributions of funds raised in 2019 was held in November 2020. The 2019 Christmas Cooke Fair 

raised $2,644.00 dollars and $213.00 in jewelry sales. It couldn’t be done without all the ladies who baked cookies and 

helped at the fair. Thank you one and all! 

Monies raised are used to help with the needs of our church, missions for the community. This year the funds were 
distributed to: The East Haddam Food and Fuel Bank, Memorial gift, Graduates, Episcopal Relief and Development, and 
money for a new office chair and new office rug. The balance of the funds designated for the office items will go toward 
the porch repair. 
 
New officers voted in are: 

Co-President:  Diana Delecke 
Treasurer:  Gabrielle Weisbach 
Secretary:  Patty Flanagan 
 
Thank you, 

Betsy Barney, Co-President Ladies Aid 
Gray Sawyer, Co-President Ladies Aid  
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Ladies Aid Society Treasurer’s Report 
LIBERTY BANK SAVINGS ACCOUNT                                     $                     407.98 
 
LIBERTY BANK CHECKING ACCOUNT                     
BALANCE  (AS OF 1/15/21)                                                                        5518.98 
 
DISBURSEMENTS: 
 
1/10/20    CONFIRMATION LUNCH                  
     REIMBURSE G. BRIELMANN                                                                      76.98 
1/27/20     STORAGE BIN 
      (REIMBURSE A. DIFIGLIA)                                                                          17.98 
2/21/20     DEPOSIT - JEWELRY SALES                                                         136.00 
4/3/20       DEPOSIT - JEWELRY SALES                                                            10.00 
6/12/20     LIBERTY BANK                                                                               300.00 
        A. LISITANO CHILDREN 
        COLLEGE ACCOUNT 
6/12/20        GLENN BRIELMANN                                                                  200.00 
        AMANDA’S CHILDREN 
6/12/20       CHURCH HYMNALS 
        MEMORY OF AMANDA LISITANO                                                            45.00 
12/13/20      SUPPLIES FOR SR. CTR CHRISTMAS 
        GIFTS - REIMBURSE A. DIFIGLIA                                                               80.64 
 
BALANCE INCLUDES MONTHLY BEQUESTS   $ 66.52 
 
***NOTE:  $2100 SET ASIDE IN 2021 FOR PORCH FUND 
            200.00 EAST HADDAM FOOD BANK 
            200.00 EAST HADDAM FUEL BANK 
 
***ABOVE CHECKS WRITTEN 1/15/21 

“Knit for Kids” (a.k.a The Wild Woolies) Ministry 
This ministry is an outreach of the Ladies Aid Society and has been in existence since Lent, 2000.  Over the years, 
hundreds of sweaters have been knit, mostly by parishioners, but also by friends and neighbors near and far away.  The 
sweaters have provided warmth and security to children at risk all over the world, including the United States.  Love has 
no language barriers.  Each child definitely recognizes and appreciates the love just for them that goes into making their 
sweater, which, in many cases, is probably the only new piece of clothing they have ever owned.  Shipments are made 
by World Vision to such places as:  Afghanistan, Armenia, Bosnia, Burundi, Chicago, Democratic Republic of Congo, El 
Salvador, Mongolia, New York, Nicaragua, Northwest US, Romania, Rwanda, Uganda, and Zambia.    

World Vision is now accepting all kinds of knit and crochet items:  sweaters, hats, scarves, booties, gloves, blankets, 
etc.  Unfortunately, in all these years of supporting this ministry, this epic year of the coronavirus pandemic, there were 
no sweaters done.  Gray Sawyer and I had sweaters in the works but never got them completed.  Let us hope 2021 will 
enable us to be revitalized in this ministry. 

In Christ,  

Lynne C. Meyer, Coordinator 
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Chicken Barbecue 
The 2020 Annual Chicken BBQ was a very different affair from last year (and hopefully every other year from now on), 

yet we still managed to get a tremendous turnout, all things considered! As per usual, we sold out of our supply while 

making sure everyone remained safe and healthy. We’re looking forward to things getting back to normal in 2021. 

 

Respectfully, 

The Chicken Team 

Prayer Hotline 
The prayer chain ministry of St. Stephen’s was formed in 1983 and continues in spite of COVID. Healing prayers on the 

second Sunday of the month during the 10am service were suspended due to the church’s closing. However, the prayer 

hotline continues and is available 24/7 by contacting Ann DiFiglia at musicannfrank@yahoo.com or texting 860-575-

2318.   

 

There were 76 prayer requests during the year 2020.  Our prayer team includes Claudia Mazzotta, Liz Johnson, Patty 

Kloo, Betsy Barney, Maggie Shepherd, Lynne Meyer, Bonnie and Pat Yackovetsky, Jim and Susan Adams, Jane Brothers, 

Gray and Dana Sawyer, Janet Whitty, Gerry Piccola, Kathy Faye, Evelyn Morgen, Ann DiFiglia, and Rev. Erin Flinn.   

 

“WE ARE CHANNELS FOR GRACE AND HEALING.” Thanks be to God. Amen.   

 
Ann DiFiglia  

Harvest House 
Harvest House began 2020 with high hopes for the year.  Harvest House was fortunate to have had enough groups and 

individuals volunteer to prepare and serve a Sunday dinner for all of the available dates available during 2020. That was 

the first time that that had occurred in several years. 

It was a stellar beginning. For the Sundays in January and February, Harvest House averaged between 12 and 15 patrons.  

They enjoyed a variety of dinner choices and had high praise for the Harvest House volunteers.   

And then came Covid-19, and like all of Connecticut, Harvest House came to a screeching halt. Harvest House has been 

closed for nearly a year, and there is no indication when it might be able to plan for a reopening. But the leadership of 

Harvest House and of St. Stephen’s Church will be ready to reopen harvest House when it can do so in a safe and 

responsible manner. 

Betsy and Bill Barney have stepped down as the Coordinators of Harvest House, and Liz and Marc Sallie have agreed to 

assume the Coordinator role. 

Many thanks to all of the Harvest House volunteers in our community, and most importantly to the parishioners of St. 

Stephen’s Church – not only for hosting Harvest House, but for also supporting Harvest House with volunteer efforts and 

funds. Without St. Stephen’s, Harvest House would not exist. 

 
William and Betsy Barney 

Coordinators 

mailto:musicannfrank@yahoo.com
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Communications  
As with all other aspects of St. Stephen’s, 2020 provided an unusual set of challenges, compounded by a transition in 

clergy. However, the website redesign was completed in spring of 2020, and has proved useful for its flexibility, which 

came in quite handy given the changes that needed to be made to adapt for the pandemic.   

Some of the main takeaways from 2020 include:  

Earned media 

Despite a relative lack of events, St. Stephen’s saw coverage by local newspapers for a variety of reasons. The East 

Haddam News continued to cover all of our major news, and we saw a mention in the Middletown Press for our $3,000 

donation to the East Haddam Food Bank. The Press also covered the naming of Rev. Erin to Priest-in-Charge, as did The 

Hour of Norwalk and the Stamford Advocate. 

Website 

The site saw a major increase in traffic over 2019, jumping by nearly 40 percent to a total of 4,646 users, with a 

whopping 9,319 page sessions among them – a 79 percent increase over 2019. Importantly, over four-in-five users 

hadn’t visited the site prior to 2020. This increase is without doubt due to worship via Zoom, as the Worship Online page 

has been by far the most frequented.  

Social Media 

The number of total followers for the St. Stephen’s Facebook page increased by approximately 25 percent, rising from 

283 at the end of 2019 to 355 at the end of 2020. Our overall reach was down due to the paucity of events and news, 

but the Facebook page did see an increase of overall views compared with 2019.  

YouTube was a major asset throughout the year as a way to continue the St. Stephen’s ministry, and the numbers reflect 

how important it was. Overall, users viewed 275 hours of St. Stephen’s content, an increase of over 1000 percent 

compared with 2019. The channel added 31 new subscribers, nearly quadrupling where we stood before 2020. Among 

the most viewed videos were Maryann McCary and the St. Stephen’s choir’s pieces; Palm Sunday, Easter, and Christmas 

services; and Lynda Hickey’s education videos. 

Perhaps one good thing to come out of 2020 is that, with this expanded reach via the website and social media, we can 

continue to utilize these tools as secondary ways to increase engagement even after the church reopens for in-person 

worship in 2021.  

Respectfully submitted,              

Evan Brown 

Communications Director 
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Annual Convention 
The 236th Annual Convention of the Episcopal Church in Connecticut remotely from October 14-18. Gray Sawyer served 

as senior delegate from St. Stephen’s, with Olivia Pear as junior delegate.  Additional information may be found at 

https://www.episcopalct.org/events/annual-convention/2020/ 

 

Senior Delegate Report: 

I never attended a convention quite like the 2020 Convention of the Episcopal Church in Connecticut, and I have 
attended conventions in three Dioceses. First of all it stretched over five days. Second, I never left my house, and third, 
we had so many people that Adam Yates, the Secretary of Convention, had to upgrade the Zoom account to allow more 
people to take part.  

I am going to discuss Resolution #7: Acknowledging and Confronting Systemic Racism, White Supremacy, and Anti-Black 
Bias. If you want to see the other resolutions passed by Convention, click here https://ecctconvention.org/resolutions/.  

Resolution 7 calls us to remember that justice is a core value in the Gospel and indeed in all Scriptures and that we 
promise to “strive for justice….and respect the dignity of every human being” as part of our Baptismal Covenant. To that 
end, in order for us to equip ourselves for the struggle ahead we voted that all clergy, all paid staff, those serving the 
diocese and all governing lay leaders of Parishes be required to complete an anti-racism training program, and that the 
Bishops make this the focus of their next round of Parish visits. This resolution also directs that each Episcopal parish 
uncover and document the history of racism in their parish. The resolution further requires that we document 
everything we do about racism in the Annual Parochial Report.  

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Gray Sawyer, Senior Delegate  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.episcopalct.org/events/annual-convention/2020/
https://ecctconvention.org/resolutions/
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Treasurer’s Report 
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Minutes of the 2020 Annual Meeting 

January 16, 2020 

11:45 am 

St. Stephen’s Parish Hall 

 

Opening Prayer            The Rev. Adam Yates, Rector 

 

Minutes of Annual Meeting 2019            Bill Faye, Clerk of the Vestry 

Moved: Bill Barney     

Seconded: Evelyn Morgan 

Carried 

 

Warden’s Report      Glenn Brielmann & Debby Duncan, Co-Wardens 

Debbie thanked everyone for their help during her tenure, Glenn thanked Debbie for her work. 

 

Rector’s Report       The Rev. Adam Yates, Rector 

Adam thanked all of us for helping him so much in the last year.  The wardens, Vestry, staff and congregation have all 

pulled together to help make this year a success. 

 

Thanks for outgoing and on-coming Vestry members. 

A few new faces including Evan as the church Secretary and communication director, Confirmation class, births, and 

other newcomers. 

 

Finance 

Treasurer’s Report for 2019 & Presentation of Budget for 2020 presented by Denny Tovey, Treasurer 

– Approved by the Vestry on January 14, 2020 

 

Stewardship Committee Report   Dana Duncan, Stewardship Committee 

Dana summarized some of the things that went on.  See Annual report for written report for details. 

 

Facilities Report               Glenn Brielmann, Facilities Chair 

Glenn summarized what was done this year.  See Annual report for written report. 
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Administration 

Communications       Evan Brown, Communications Coordinator 

See Annual report for written report 

 

Christian Education 

Christian Education      Lynda Hickey, Director of Christian Education 

Lynda thanked all the volunteers for their help this year.  See Annual report for written report 

 

Music & Worship 

Music Ministry Report     Maryann McCary, Director of Music 

See Annual report for written report 

 

Altar Guild        Debby Duncan,  Altar Guild Chair 

See Annual report for written report 

 

Outreach 

Ladies Aid Society      Betsy Barney, Co-President 

See Annual report for written report 

 

Ladies Aid Society Treasurer’s Report Gerry Piccola, LAS Treasurer 

See Annual report for written report 

 

Wild Woolies Lynne Meyer, Ministry Coordinator 

Lynne summarized what they did for the year and encouraged others to join up.  See Annual report for written report 

 

Prayer Hotline Ann DiFiglia, Ministry Coordinator 

See Annual report for written report 

 

Coffee Hour  Betsy Barney, Ministry Coordinators 

See Annual report for written report 

 

Harvest House  Bill & Betsy Barney, Madeline Fazzino Ministry Coordinators 

See Annual report for written report 

Chicken Barbecue  Chick Grillo, Chicken Man 
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See Annual report for written report 

 

Election of Parish Officers 

Wardens: Glenn Brielmann, Gray Sawyer 

Treasurer: Dennis Tovey 

 

Vestry Classes 

Class of 2020 

Phil Piccola 

Betsy Barney 

Bill Faye 

Class of 2021 

Tom Angers 

Diane Widger 

Chris Miner 

Class of 2022 

Laura Borg 

Kendall Knox 

Ruth Vitale 

 

Convention Delegates: Gray Sawyer, Olivia Pear 

Convention Alternates: Lloyd Neudecker, Thom Hagerth 

 

Moved:  Andrew Lavigne    Second:  Liz Johnson 

Carried 

 

Silence in Recognition of the Faithful Departed 

Roger Snell, Diana Knox, Carrie Anita Sines, Nancy Carol Henry 

 

Closing Prayer 

Adam led us in a closing prayer 

 

Motion to Adjourn meeting 

Moved:  Bill Faye Seconded:   Kathy Faye 

Carried 

Adjourned 12:15 

 

Submitted by 

William C. Faye 

Clerk of the Vestry 

January 16, 2021 


