Semething strangs happened on Pentecest that had to do with “tongues” of fire

and speaking so that no matter what “‘tongues” others spoke, they could understand what was
meant. This strange event reminds us of the earlier day when communication was fractured so that
what before had been understandable was now babel, a confusion of tongues. That is why this les-
son begins with the Tower of Babel, from Genesis | 1:1-9.This presentation also draws on stories
found in Mark 16:19-20, Luke 24:50-53,Acts 1:5-14 and Acts 2:1-12.

Mow to Use this Parent Page

With your child, begin by locking together at

the illustration below and listening as your child

recalls—and in a sense refives—the experience

of today’s lesson. Invite your child to respond to

the drawing. You might say, for example:

# | wonder what you can tell me about this
pictura!

# | wonder what this picture has to do with
today’s story?

Just listen. This is riot a time to quiz children

on what they may or may not recall about the
lesson, but to be quietly present as they share
their own experience. This will be different for
gach child—one may retell much of the presen-
tation, another recall a single moment that had
meaning, and yet another tallc about his or her
own creative response. Again, your role is not to

| The
entation

language and worked together.

The tower came close to God, but the
people forgot why they were building it.
They grew so proud of themselves that
they began to think they were greater

There was once a great tower. Everyone
working on the tower spoke the same

But as the tower grew taller and taller,
they began to talk in different ways.

corract or supplement what your child tells you,
but simply to fisten in a supbortive way. You are
supporting the formation of young—sometimes
very young—theclogians.

Then, if you wish, you can read with {or 1o} your
child the cendensed version of today’s presenta-
ticn offerad below. Whether you read the lesson
or simply listen as your child shares what was
received in today’s lesson, ask the YWondering
questicns printed in the left column. Remember,
there are many right answers! Be open to what
the presentation can mean to you and your
child. God will teach you new meanings every
day, Conclude by sitting quietly for a moment
and then saying “Amen.”

builders than God. Each group thought it
was better than any of the others. They

stopped working together.




