The Seven Last Words

Prelude

Words of Welcome & Call to Worship: 
Isaiah 53:1-3
V. The Lord be with you.

R. And also with you.

V. We gather here to worship God.

R. We gather to remember how Jesus suffered and died for us and to thank God for His love and mercy.

V. Who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?

R. He grew up before God like a tender shoot, 


And like a root out of dry ground.

V. He had no beauty of majesty to attract us to him, nothing 


In his appearance that we should desire him. He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering.

R. Like one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, 


And we esteemed him not. 

Hymn #167 vv. 1-3
Horsley
V. 
Let us pray: 

R. 
Merciful God—as we remember how your son Jesus bore our


Sins in his body on the cross, how seven times he spoke, seven words of love, we ask you to bless our hearing.
V. 
Father, as we recall how all three hours His silence cried 

For mercy on the souls of all, we ask you to help us to understand the mystery of 


Your love.

R. 
Amen. 
The Seven Last Words of Jesus

The First Word

Luke 23:33-34

When they came to the place called “The Skull”, they nailed Jesus to the cross there, and the two criminals, one on his right and one on his left. Jesus said, “Forgive them, Father! They do not know what they are doing.”

Meditation on the First Word

Extinguishing the Candle

V.
Lord Jesus—you gave your life for us.

R. 
You suffered and died that we might be made whole.
Hymn #439 vv. 1-2
Wondrous Love

The Second Word

Luke 23:39-43
One of the criminals hanging there threw insults at him:

“Aren’t you the Messiah? Save yourself and us!”  The other one, however, rebuked him, saying: 

“Don’t you fear God? Here we are all under the same sentence. Ours, however, is only right, for we are getting what we deserve for what we did; but he has done no wrong.” And he said to Jesus, “Remember me, Jesus, when you come as King!” Jesus said to him, “I tell you this: Today you will be in Paradise with me.”

Meditation on the Second Word
Extinguishing the Candle

V. 
Lord Jesus—you gave your life for us.
R.
You suffered and died that we might be made whole.
Hymn #158 vv. 1-2, 5
Herzliebster Jesu

The Third Word

John 19:25-27

Standing close to Jesus’ cross were his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene, Jesus saw his mother and the disciple he loved standing there; so he said to his mother, “Woman, here is your son.” Then he said to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” And from that time the disciple took her to live in his home.

Meditation on the Third Word
Extinguishing the Candle
V. 
Lord Jesus—you gave your life for us.

R.
You suffered and died that we might be made whole.
Hymn #159 
Stabat Mater dolorosa
The Fourth Word

Mark 15:33-34

And when the sixth hour had come, there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour. And at the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Elo-I, elo-I, lama sabach-thani?” which means, “My god, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”

Meditation on the Fourth Word

Extinguishing the Candle
V. 
Lord Jesus—you gave your life for us.

R.
You suffered and died that we might be made whole.
Hymn #168 vv. 1-4
Herzlich tut mich verlangen [Passion Chorale]

The Fifth Word

John 19:28

After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfill the scripture), “I thirst.”

Meditation on the Fifth Word

Extinguishing the Candle

V. 
Lord Jesus—you gave your life for us.

R.
You suffered and died that we might be made whole.
Solo

“I thirst”
Pamela Martin & 



Craig Courtney
The Sixth Word
John 19:29-30
A bowl was there, full of cheap wine mixed with vinegar, so a sponge was soaked in it, put on a stick of hyssop and lifted up to his lips. When Jesus had received the wine, he said, “It is finished”;

Meditation on the Sixth Word

Extinguishing the Candle

V. 
Lord Jesus—you gave your life for us.

R.
You suffered and died that we might be made whole.
Hymn #474

Rockingham
The Seventh Word

Luke 23:46

Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, “Father, into thy hands I commit my spirit!” And having said this he breathed his last.

Meditation on the Seventh Word

Extinguishing the Candle

V. 
Lord Jesus—you gave your life for us.

R.
You suffered and died that we might be made whole.
Silent Meditation

Anthem
“Above All”
Paul Baloche
Responsive Reading: 

Isaiah 53:4-6, 9
V. 
Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows,


Yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God and afflicted.

R. 
But he was wounded for our transgressions and he was bruised


For our iniquities. Upon him was the chastisement that made us whole.

V. 
All we like sheep have gone astray; each of us has turned to 


Our own way; and the Lord has laid upon him the iniquity of us all. 
R. He was assigned a grave with the wicked and with the rich 


In his death, although he had done no violence nor was any 


Deceit in his mouth. 

Hymn #172 vv. 1-2

Were You There

R. Were you there when they crucified my Lord?



Were you there when they crucified my Lord?



Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.



Were you there when they crucified my Lord?


Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?


Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?


Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.



Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?

Were you there when the sun refused to shine?


Were you there when the sun refused to shine?


Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.


Were you there when the sun refused to shine?


Were you there when they pierced him in the side?



Were you there when they pierced him in the side?




Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.



Were you there when they pierced him in the side?




Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?



Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?



Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.



Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?

Silence

Benediction: 


Depart now in peace—and may the Spirit of Christ, go with us, may His faith and trust abide in us, and may the knowledge of His love support us both now and forevermore.

(Depart in Silence)
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