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Psst…

Sunday, December 11th, 10 a.m. 

Advent Lessons in Carols &

Celebration of the Holy Eucharist

Sunday, January 1st, 10 a.m. 

Christmas Lessons in Carols & Celebration of the Holy Eucharist

More info inside…
	HE IS WHO HE IS

Then Moses said to God, “If I come to the people of Israel and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you’, and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to them?” God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And he said, “Say this to the people of Israel, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’”  

- Exodus 3:13-14
HE IS “Christ the King”

Sunday, November 20th 2011

The Last Sunday after Pentecost also known as the Feast of Christ the King marks the last Sunday of the Church calendar year.  We are reminded on this day of who “it” is all about—Christ Jesus, our King. 

During Advent, HE IS the one for whom we wait.

At Christmas, HE IS the king whose birth we celebrate.

During Epiphany, HE IS revealed to us.

During Lent, HE IS righteous and we are not.  

During Passion Week, HE IS the Pascal Lamb handed over, despised, betrayed, and crucified in our place.

At Easter, HE IS the risen Lord who broke through the chains of sin and death so that we can experience the freedom and love our Heavenly Father so deeply desires for us.

At Pentecost, HE IS seated on His Heavenly throne and sends the Holy Spirit to encourage and empower us to execute His Great Commission… 

Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age. 

-Matthew 28:16-20
During Ordinary Time, HE IS



	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	
	7:30 pm

AA Meeting


	8:00 pm

AA Meeting


	7:00 pm

Choir Rehearsal


	
	Auction Day!

6-7:30 pm

Dinner & Silent Auction

8:00 pm

Live Auction



	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12

	8:00 am Morning Prayer & Communion

9:45 am Sunday School

10:00 am Holy Eucharist

11:00 am Youth Choir  

5:00 pm Harvest House


	6:00 pm

Yoga


	7:30 pm

AA Meeting


	8:00 pm

AA Meeting


	5-8:30 pm

Hall Rental 

7:00 pm

Choir Rehearsal
	
	

	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19

	8:00 am Morning Prayer & Communion

9:45 am Sunday School

10:00 am Holy Baptism & Eucharist 

11:00 am Youth Choir

5:00 pm Harvest House


	6:00 pm

Yoga

6:30 pm

Staff Meeting

7:30 pm

Vestry
	7:30 pm

AA Meeting


	8:00 pm

AA Meeting


	7:00 pm

Choir Rehearsal
	
	5-10 pm 

Middle School Dance 

	20
	21
	22
	23
	24
	25
	26

	8:00 am Morning Prayer & Communion

9:45 am Sunday School

10:00 am Holy Eucharist 

11:00 am Youth Choir

5:00 pm Harvest House


	6:00 pm

Yoga


	7:30 pm

AA Meeting


	7:00 pm

Thanksgiving (eve) Service

8:00 pm

AA Meeting


	Happy Thanksgiving
	
	

	27
	28
	29
	30
	
	
	

	8:00 am Morning Prayer & Communion

9:45 am Sunday School

10:00 am Holy Eucharist 

11:00 am Youth Choir

5:00 pm Harvest House
	6:00 pm

Yoga

7:30 pm

Vestry
	7:30 pm

AA Meeting


	8:00 pm

AA Meeting


	
	
	


Giving Thanks for All the Saints

Dear Saint Stephen’s Family,

   The month of November calls us to give our attention to the celebration of All Saints Day on November 1 and the observance of Thanksgiving Day on November 24.  Also mixed in with everything else that is going on in November is the beginning of the season of Advent (November 27) when our attention is called to preparing for not just the first coming of Our Lord but, more importantly, His second coming.  How we come to terms with these various themes and stay focused on our spiritual journey in the midst of the growing and ever more strident run up to the secular observance of Christmas is a reality of which we need to be aware and for which we need to prepare.

   All Saints Day and the balance of the octave (short season of eight days which includes and follows it) is historically the Church’s way of observing and celebrating the lives of the saints.  We tend to think of the saints in far too limited a way.  We all remember from our early Christian education the names and stories of the major saints such as Mary, Joseph, the Apostles and, perhaps a few others.  If we grew up in another liturgical tradition or in and anglocatholic Episcopal parish, we learned about a few more saints but the reality is that the community of the saints is far greater than we know and includes men and women for whom there is no retelling of their story.  Those, to paraphrase scripture for whom there is no memorial and who have vanished as though they had never been.  This latter group encompasses the vast majority of the saints and includes all those who have in their own lives and time striven to loyal and faithful followers of God.  Hopefully that includes us and in God’s good time we will be enrolled in the company of the saints in light.  So it is always appropriate for us to reflect on the saints whose lives have touched ours or for whom we hold special places in our hearts.  This is not an activity that we should limit to just one day or to one very short season.  Rather, it is something we are called to do every day as we seek to follow their examples as loyal and faithful followers of God in our lives, in our time and in the place(s) where God has set us to do God’s work.  Let me invite you during the season of All the Saints to generate your own list of saints and to remember them in prayer and by acts of thanksgiving and loving service throughout the month of November and, indeed, throughout the year.

   That brings us to Thanksgiving.  This again is a single moment of national focus established during the presidency of Abraham Lincoln calling on a nation battered and nearly broken by long and bitter years of civil war to “bind up the nation’s wounds” and to give thanks for all that we have been given.  While a national day of thanks giving is certainly appropriate, for us, as Christians, the giving of thanks is intended to be an ongoing and never ending part of our prayer life and of our relationship with God from whom all the blessings that are ours have come.  We generally don’t spend enough time saying thank you in more than a perfunctory way.  That needs to stop and we need to focus on the genuine and ongoing giving of thanks.  Let me encourage you to reach out to say thanks you to those around you who enrich your lives or who, perhaps, challenge you to think and to grow.  Let me also invite you to expand you giving of thanks in your prayer life.

   Advent is the season of our year when we are called to prepare ourselves for the coming of the Redeemer.  We all no the story and we all get caught up in frenzy of the preparations and social activities associated with what is an increasingly secular observance of Christmas.  Let me invite and encourage us all to slow down during the season of Advent (something our children and young people will be thinking about in their Christian education) and remember that this is a penitential season (one of two in the church’s year – the other, of course, being Lent) during which we are called to take stock of our lives and of the health of our relationship with God.  Take some time each day during Advent to take your own spiritual assessment and consider what you might need and want to do to improve how you are journeying with God in your life.  Finally, don’t forget that the real focus of Advent is not on the first coming but on the second.  This will, of course as Jesus reminds us, be at a time known only to the Father and for which we must always be prepared.

   Finally, against this backdrop of celebrating the saints, giving thanks for all that we are and all that we have and reflecting on our preparation for Messiah to come among us, we will be beginning our annual stewardship campaign later this month.  There will be more information about this coming to you shortly and we will be visiting all members of the congregation to talk with them about what each of us perceives God to be up to here in Saint Stephen’s.  We will want to know your thoughts about our areas of strength and where there are opportunities for us to grow in grace and faithfulness.  What is God calling us to be about here?  What is God’s mission for us going forward?  How will we celebrate the lives of the saints past and present who have formed, are forming and will form in the years to come this community of faith?  What resources do we need to provide to be faithful to God’s mission; to give thanks for all that has been entrusted to us and; to prepare to welcome faithfully the Lord when He appears in our midst?  All of this is food for the journey and some things to ponder as we move through November.  May God bless us and guide us as our journey continues.

David+  

Lectionary Texts 

November 6—21st Sunday after Pentecost

Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25

Psalm 78: 1-7

1 Thessalonians 4: 13-18

Matthew 25: 1-13

November 13—22nd Sunday after Pentecost

Judges 4: 1-7

Psalm 123

1 Thessalonians 5: 1-11

Matthew 25: 14-30

November 20—Last Sunday after Pentecost: Christ the King

Ezekiel 34: 11-16, 20-24

Psalm 100

Ephesians 1: 15-23

Matthew 25: 31-46

November 27—First Sunday of Advent

Isaiah 64: 1-9

Psalm 80: 1-7, 16-18

1 Corinthians 1: 3-9

Mark 13: 24-37
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Rotation Schedule
November – December 2011
	
	Ushers
	Lay Readers
	Lectors
	Acolytes 
	Chalice Bearers
	Prayers of the People
	Altar 

Guild
	Coffee 

Hour
	Nursery
	After Service Prayer

	11/6


	Glenn Brielmann
	Gordon Cobleigh
	Matt Budzik
	Samantha Homar
	Maggie Shepherd
	Ann 

DiFiglia
	See Separate Schedule

 (Second-to-last page)
	Knox & 

DiFiglia
	Amanda Lisitano
	Liz 

Garofalo

	11/13
	Phil 

Piccola
	Dave 

Hass
	Ann DiFiglia
	Connor Johnson
	Dennis Whitty
	Wendy 

Hummel
	
	Garofalo, Drew & Homar
	C & M

Cavrell
	Liz 

Johnson

	11/20
	Kendall Knox


	Evelyn Morgen
	Peter Gilsenan
	Michael Homar


	Dan 

Holle
	Liz 

Johnson
	
	Johnson & Hoover
	Andrew Lavigne
	Kathy 

Faye

	11/27
	Liz 

Garofalo
	Jim 

Meyer


	Kerri 

Willis
	Edwin Homar
	Dianne Warley
	Chick

Grillo
	
	Guptill, Iarusso, Dedman & Moore
	Amanda Lisitano
	Cindy 

Holle

	12/4
	Dennis Corriveau
	Dave 

Hass
	Matt Budzik
	Samantha Homar
	Maggie Shepherd
	Gerry 

Piccola
	
	Brielmann, Marciniec & Lisitano
	C & M

Cavrell
	Evelyn 

Morgen

	12/11
	Glenn Brielmann
	Evelyn Morgen
	Ann DiFiglia
	Connor Johnson
	Dennis Whitty
	Glenn Brielmann
	
	Johnson, Schott,  Morgan-Brown
	Andrew Lavigne
	Liz 

Garofalo

	12/18
	Phil 

Piccola
	Jim 

Meyer
	Peter Gilsenan


	Michael Homar


	Dan 

Holle
	Barbara

Hass
	
	Klinck, Faye & Hickey
	Amanda Lisitano
	Liz 

Johnson

	12/25
	Kendall Knox
	Kathy 

Faye
	Rachel Schott


	Edwin Homar
	Dianne Warley
	Ann 

DiFiglia
	
	Anderson & Sawyer
	C & M

Cavrell
	Kathy 

Faye

	Ushers
Glenn Brielmann

Phil Piccola

Kendall Knox

Liz Garofalo 

Dennis Corriveau

(8:00 AM)

Patty Kloo

Lay Readers

Dave Hass

Evelyn Morgen

Jim Meyer

Kathy Faye

Gordon Cobleigh


	Lectors

Peter Gilsenan

Kerri Willis

Matt Budzik 

Ann DiFiglia

Rachel Schott

Acolytes

Michael Homar

Edwin Homar

Samantha Homar

Connor Johnson
	Chalice Bearers

Dianne Warley

Maggie Shepherd

Dennis Whitty

Dan Holle

Prayers of the People

Barbara Hass

Dave Hass

Ann DiFiglia

Wendy Hummel

Liz Johnson

Chick Grillo

Gerry Piccola

Glenn Brielmann


	Coffee Hour

Maureen Johnson

Priscilla Hoover

Anne Guptill &
Ed Iarusso

The Dedmans

Ruth Moore

Marsha Brielmann

Marci Marciniec

Amanda Lisitano

W. Morgan-Brown

Rachel Schott

Liz Johnson

Kathy Klinck

The Fayes

Lynda Hickey

The Andersons
	The Sawyers

The Knoxs

Ann & Frank DiFiglia

Liz Garofalo

Jay Drew

Lisa Homar 


	Nursery

Carl & Melissa Cavrell

Andrew Lavigne

Amanda Lisitano

After Service Prayer

Liz Garofalo

Liz Johnson

Kathy Faye

Cindy Holle

Evelyn Morgen

Laundry

Barbara Hass


St. Stephen’s Children 
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Happy Fall – 

   I hope everyone is enjoying the cooler weather and all the fun activities that go along with the autumn season!  I would like to extend a big Thank You to the youth group for putting together the Halloween Fun House on October 22nd.  They collected donations for the food bank and also coats for the coat drive – Great job!!

   Pre-k through 5th grade:  Starting November 1st, there will be a “Bible Reward Chart” in the chapel area.  Every time your child brings their Bible to church they will check off a box next to their name.  Every 3rd time they bring their bible they will be allowed to pick a prize from the prize basket.  So, please encourage your child to bring their Bible with them every Sunday.  We were able to give every child a Bible last year thanks to a very generous donation by Sue & Jim Adams!!  If your child does not yet have a bible please let me know.  My hope is to have every child bring his or her Bible to church every Sunday!  

Sunday November 13th – Christmas Pageant Rehearsals will begin!! 

The pageant is open to all children & youth that will be able to take part in the service on Christmas Eve, Saturday, December 24th at 5pm. – I will make sure that everyone who wants to participate will have a part.  Any parents interested in helping out please let me know.  We will have a rehearsal every Sunday after church until Christmas.

Sunday, November 20th – The Youth class will be visiting the residents of Chestelm—an elderly care facility.  The younger children will be making crafts to be given to the residents.  Any children interested in joining the youth for this visit are welcome.  They will be doing crafts with the residents and singing songs.  This visit is very special for them and helps to teach the children to reach out to others – please consider joining us!

Sunday, November 27th – Advent begins!  The children and youth will be learning and reading bible stories and passages relating to Advent.  We will have advent wreaths and calendars to count down the days & weeks until the birth of Jesus and emphasize the true meaning of Christmas.

Sunday, December 4th – Cookie making/decorating. Following the service we will have our annual children & youth cookie-decorating event!  We will need donations of baked cookies, frosting & decorations.  Please see Tanya or myself if you are interesting in helping out.

A Thanksgiving Prayer for families: 

Lord, 

We thank you for the blessings of this day 
and for this time together as family.

We thank you for this wonderful meal and for this time together to share it.

Bless us as a family. 
Help us to grow in love and care for each other.

Help us to remember those who have so much less than we do.

We ask you to comfort and give strength and peace to those who are sick or struggling in any way.

Amen.
Ask your children to add something they are thankful for and the name of someone who they would like to pray for.

God Bless,

Lynda Hickey

2011 Fall Youth Schedule of Events
11/6/11
Youth Group: Chestelm Visit Practice; Plan Military Activity for December
11/20/11 
Youth Group: Chestelm Visit
12/4/11 
Military Event???

12/18/11 
Military Event???
Youth Group Update

   Youth Group hosted a Halloween Fun House on Sat Oct 22nd for the community. Youth worked together well to make it a fun event for all
   Planning a visit to Chestelm Convalescent home in November - Thanksgiving Hands Theme – will be asking the younger kids to decorate some hands to give out to the residents and will be providing some entertainment for the residents.

Altar Guild Schedule

	
	Before 8 a.m.
	After 8 a.m.
	After 10 a.m.

	Week 1
	Debby Duncan
	Debby 
	Debby 

	Week 2
	Liz Garofalo
	Liz 
	Evelyn 

	Week 3
	Nancy Giesey
	Maggie Shepherd
	Maggie 

	Week 4
	Eleanore Browne
	Eleanore
	Ann DiFiglia

	Week 5
	Terry Tovey
	Terry
	Maggie


St. Stephen’s Serendipity Auction News

   St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, East Haddam, will be holding its 7th serendipity goods and services auction and dinner on Saturday, November 5th, at the church hall, 3l Main Street, East Haddam.  

   Buffett dinner and silent auction begin at 6:00 p.m.  Dinner includes ziti with marinara sauce, herb chicken, roasted red potatoes, green beans almondine, salad and dessert.  The price is $l0 for adults, $8 seniors and children.  Live auction begins at 8:00 p.m.  Admission to auctions alone is a free will offering.  

   For tickets and further information, please call Ann DiFiglia at 860-873-2018 or e-mail musicannfrank@yahoo.com.  

   Proceeds will benefit the church’s capital campaign, general budget fund and mission.  

Nine Lessons and Carols 

   This special worship service traditionally tells the story of the birth of Jesus through 9 Bible readings interspersed with carols and hymns.  This year, we are going to do both the Advent version and the traditional Christmas version! 

   The Advent version will take place on Sunday, December 11th at 10 a.m. and the Christmas version on Sunday, January 1st at 10 a.m. 

	St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church

P.O. Box 464 / 31 Main Street

East Haddam, CT 06423-0464
	

	


	 Sorry for the delay and any inconvenience it may have caused! 
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Save the Date:


Cookie Fair – December 10th

















