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Christmas Season ‘11

Special Worship Schedule

Christmas Eve

Saturday, December 24

5:30 pm Holy Eucharist & Christmas Pageant

10:30 pm Carol Sing

11:00 pm Holy Eucharist
Christmas Day

Sunday, December 25

**No Sunday School**

9:00 am Holy Eucharist
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Yes Virginia, and Everyone else, there is a Santa Claus

Early in the month of December, on December 6th specifically, we celebrate the feast day of Saint Nicholas of Myra an obscure Bishop who ministered in an obscure city in Asia Minor during the in the fourth century.  It is thought that, as Bishop, he probably attended the Council of Nicaea (from which we get the Nicene Creed) in the year 325 but we don’t know.  About all that we do know for sure is that he suffered imprisonment and torture during the persecution of Christians during the reign of the Emperor Diocletian and survived all of this and eventually died in the city of Myra  probably around the year 342.  He was declared a Saint by the Emperor Justinian in Constantinople (Istanbul) in the sixth century.  For reasons that are not quite clear, devotion to Nicholas and his veneration became extremely popular in the West especially after the alleged removal of his body to the city of Bari in Italy in the eleventh century.  He became especially popular in Holland and England and there are almost 400 churches dedicated to him across the British Isles.  

(Continued on “Lectionary Texts” page…)

http://stnicholasofmyraorthodoxchurch.files.wordpress.com/2010/05/st-nicholas-of-myra.jpg

	Looking ahead…

Sunday, January 29

Parish Visit from Bishop Ahrens & Annual Meeting 

(Plus a Potluck Lunch!)


	


	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	
	
	
	
	1
	2
	3

	
	
	
	
	7:00 pm

Choir Rehearsal


	
	

	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	8:00 am Morning Prayer & Communion

9:45 am Sunday School

10:00 am Holy Eucharist

Acolyte Training

11:00 am Youth Choir  

5:00 pm Harvest House


	6:00 pm

Yoga


	7:30 pm

AA Meeting


	8:00 pm

AA Meeting


	7:00 pm

Choir Rehearsal
	Cookie Fair Set-Up!
	10:00 am 

Cookie Fair

	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17

	8:00 am Morning Prayer & Communion

9:45 am Sunday School

10:00 am Eucharist &

Advent Lessons in Carols
11:00 am Youth Choir

5:00 pm Harvest House


	6:00 pm

Yoga

7:30 pm

Vestry
	7:30 pm

AA Meeting


	8:00 pm

AA Meeting


	7:00 pm

Choir Rehearsal
	
	9 am – 12 pm

Quiet Day & Anglican Prayer Beads with Deacon Dianne

	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24

	8:00 am Morning Prayer & Communion

9:45 am Sunday School

10:00 am Holy Eucharist 

11:00 am Youth Choir

5:00 pm Harvest House

**Christmas Memorials Due**


	6:00 pm

Yoga


	7:30 pm

AA Meeting


	8:00 pm

AA Meeting


	7:00 pm

Choir Rehearsal
	
	Eve of the Nativity

5:30 pm Family Service & Pageant

10:30 pm Carol Sing

11:00 pm Holy Eucharist/ “Midnight” Mass

	25
	26
	27
	28
	29
	30
	31

	The Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ

**No Sunday School**

9:00 am Holy Eucharist 


	6:00 pm

Yoga

7:30 pm

Vestry
	7:30 pm

AA Meeting


	8:00 pm

AA Meeting


	4:00 pm Wedding Rehearsal

7:00 pm

Choir Rehearsal
	3:00 pm 

Wedding
	


	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	Happy New Year!

8:00 am Morning Prayer & Communion

**No Sunday School**

10:00 am Eucharist & 

Christmas Lessons in Carols

5:00 pm Harvest House


	6:00 pm

Yoga


	7:30 pm

AA Meeting


	8:00 pm

AA Meeting


	7:00 pm

Choir Rehearsal


	
	

	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14

	8:00 am Morning Prayer & Communion

9:45 am Sunday School

10:00 am Holy Eucharist

11:00 am Youth Choir  

5:00 pm Harvest House


	6:00 pm

Yoga

7:30 pm

Vestry
	7:30 pm

AA Meeting


	8:00 pm

AA Meeting


	7:00 pm

Choir Rehearsal
	
	

	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21

	8:00 am Morning Prayer & Communion

9:45 am Sunday School

10:00 am Eucharist 

11:00 am Youth Choir

5:00 pm Harvest House


	6:00 pm

Yoga


	7:30 pm

AA Meeting


	8:00 pm

AA Meeting

**Submissions to the Annual Report Due**
	7:00 pm

Choir Rehearsal
	
	5-10 pm Middle School Dance

	22
	23
	24
	25
	26
	27
	28

	8:00 am Morning Prayer & Communion

9:45 am Sunday School

10:00 am Holy Eucharist 

11:00 am Youth Choir

5:00 pm Harvest House

	6:00 pm

Yoga

7:30 pm

Vestry
	7:30 pm

AA Meeting


	8:00 pm

AA Meeting


	7:00 pm

Choir Rehearsal
	5-10 pm

Movie Night
	

	29
	30
	31
	
	
	
	

	8:00 am Morning Prayer & Communion

9:45 am Sunday School

10:00 am Holy Eucharist 

Annual Meeting & Visit from Bishop Ahrens 

(Plus Potluck!)
5:00 pm Harvest House


	6:00 pm

Yoga


	7:30 pm

AA Meeting


	
	
	
	


Waiting

Dear St. Stephen’s Family,

   As we come to the beginning of December, we also come, as we always do, to the season of Advent.  Now Advent is all about the anticipation of the coming of Christ but how this fits into a lot of other dynamics of the season and what the real significance of Advent might be really depends on who you ask.  For our children, there is a very basic understanding of the religious aspect of this time of year.  As they prepare for the Christmas pageant and participate in the preparations at home, they are aware that these few weeks in December are somehow related to the birth of the Christ Child. They are equally if not more aware, however, that the season has a much more tangible dimension to it having to do with the anticipation of the arrival of Santa Claus and the attendant gift giving much of which they anticipate will be directed toward them.  Lists are being made, mysterious packages are appearing and special food is being prepared.  It is an exciting time and one filled with anticipation and, yes, increasingly difficult waiting.  In short, the waiting that our children experience is all related to their understanding of waiting for the event of the Incarnation however they understand it and however much it may be entangled with the other more secular traditions and customs of the season.

   As adults, I hope that we have a somewhat different understanding of Advent as a season which focuses our attention not only on the anticipation of the first coming of Christ but, more importantly, on His second coming.  We are waiting for Our Lord’s promise that He would come again to be fulfilled.  The Gospels are filled with admonitions about what one ought to do while waiting and the need that we all have to be continually ready for the appearance of the Lord, which will occur at a time that we do not know.  What we are called to do is to be engaged in works of servant ministry and charity directed towards brothers and sisters who need the loving care of Christ as it is ministered through our efforts.  During this Advent season, as has been true over the last several Advents; we are being invited to join with other Episcopalians throughout the Church in embracing the United Nations Millennium Development Goals.  These goals are designed to help us, as Christians, to confront and respond to the needs of the “two thirds world” that surrounds us.  We are also called to consider, in the context of these overarching goals, the challenges for many in our own town, state and country as they seek to meet their basic needs. Focusing on these goals helps us to engage on works of mercy as we wait for the coming of the Lord.  As a way of helping to sharpen our focus, we will be using special prayers from the Bidding Prayer for an End to Global Poverty and Instability during this Advent and Christmas season.  The use of these prayers will help us to focus on how we may respond to these goals in our own lives as individuals and as members of this congregation, the Diocese of Connecticut and the wider church as a whole.  Because you may not be familiar with the Millennium Development Goals, let me list them for you.

1. Eradicate Extreme Poverty and Hunger

2. Achieve Universal Primary Education for Children

3. Promote Gender Equality and Empower Women

4. Reduce Child Mortality

5. Improve Maternal Health

6. Combat HIV/AIDS, Malaria and Other Diseases

7. Ensure Environmental Sustainability

8. Create a Global Partnership for Development

   It is hoped that using these goals, extreme global poverty can be cut in half by the year 2015.  This is indeed a bold timetable but one that can be achieved.  What better efforts could we make that to work for the implementation of these goals while we are waiting?

   I will be asking our Vestry and Outreach Ministry Team to challenge us with opportunities to works toward the achievement of these goals in ways that tie to who we are as a faith community here in East Haddam.  I hope that these opportunities will not so much depend on the use of money but more on the investment of time and talent.  Jesus calls us to be active “waiters”.  Here is one way in which we can engage in such active waiting not just during this season but also into the New Year and beyond.

   Please let me know what you think about all of this and share your ideas about how we might be able to respond to these goals in our own lives.

Faithfully,

David+

Lectionary Texts 

December 4—Second Sunday of Advent

Isaiah 40:1-11

Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13

2 Peter 3:8-15a

Mark 1:1-8

December 11—Third Sunday of Advent

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11

Psalm 126 or Canticle 3 or 15

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24

John 1:6-8, 19-28

December 18—Fourth Sunday of Advent

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16

Canticle 3 or 15 or Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26

Romans 16:25-27

Luke 1:26-38

December 25—The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ

Isaiah 62:6-12

Psalm 97

Titus 3:4-7

Luke 2:[1-7] 8-20

January 1—The Holy Name of Our Lord Jesus Christ

Numbers 6:22-27

Psalm 8

Galatians 4:4-7 or Philippians 2:5-11

Luke 2:15-21

January 8—First Sunday after the Epiphany

Genesis 1:1-5

Psalm 29

Acts 19:1-7

Mark 1:4-11

January 15—Second Sunday after the Epiphany

1 Samuel 3:1-10 [11-20]

Psalm 139:1-5, 12-17

1 Corinthians 6:12-20

John 1:43-51

January 22—Third Sunday after the Epiphany

Jonah 3:1-5, 10

Psalm 62:6-14

1 Corinthians 7:29-31

Mark 1:14-20

January 29—Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany

Deuteronomy 18:15-20

Psalm 111

1 Corinthians 8:1-13

Mark 1:21-28


Yes Virginia (continued)

   Nicholas has become the patron saint of seafarers and sailors, of pawnbrokers and most especially of children.  It is this connection to children from which his eventual transformation into Santa Claus has its origins.  According to Dutch tradition and custom Nicholas, who is known as Sinterklaas, arrives in late November by steamboat from Spain accompanied by his helpers called Zwarte Pieten.  On the eve of Nicholas’ feast day, he mounts his white horse and rides throughout the countryside leaving gifts for children.  Children leave their shoes in front of the fireplace to be filled with “goodies” and will often leave carrots and hay for Sinteklass’ horse.

   When the Dutch came to the colony of New Amsterdam (now New York), they brought the traditions of Saint Nicholas (Sinterklaas) with them.  Over the years, the Dutch name for Nicholas has been transformed into the English, Santa Claus.

   According to the legends that have grown up around him, Saint Nicholas did many wondrous and kind deeds and we could easily fill a book with the stories about him.  What is clear in all of the tales about Nicholas is that he was a kind, gentle and giving person concerned about the needs and challenges of those around him particularly the young and the marginalized.  May we pause on this Saint Nicholas day to consider how we might emulate his compassion and charity in our live so that his spirit will live on in us all.   

Annual Meeting – January 29th 

Submissions to the Annual Report are due to Jennica in the Parish Office by January 18th 

Visit from Bishop Ahren’s – January 29th 

…Potluck lunch & Annual Meeting to follow…
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Rotation Schedule
December 2011 – January 2012
	
	Ushers
	Lay Readers
	Lectors
	Acolytes 
	Chalice Bearers
	Prayers of the People
	Altar 

Guild
	Coffee 

Hour
	Nursery
	After Service Prayer

	12/4
	Dennis Corriveau
	Dave 

Hass
	Matt Budzik
	Samantha Homar
	Maggie Shepherd
	Gerry 

Piccola
	See Separate Schedule

 (Next page)
	Brielmann, Marciniec & Lisitano
	C & M

Cavrell
	Evelyn 

Morgen

	12/11
	Glenn Brielmann
	Evelyn Morgen
	Ann DiFiglia
	Connor Johnson
	Dennis Whitty
	Glenn Brielmann
	
	Johnson, Schott, Morgan-Brown
	Andrew Lavigne
	Liz 

Garofalo

	12/18
	Phil 

Piccola
	Jim 

Meyer
	Peter Gilsenan


	Michael Homar


	Dan 

Holle
	Barbara

Hass
	
	Klinck, Faye & Hickey
	Amanda Lisitano
	Liz 

Johnson

	12/25
	Kendall Knox
	Kathy 

Faye
	Rachel Schott


	Edwin Homar
	Dianne Warley
	Ann 

DiFiglia
	
	Anderson & Sawyer
	C & M

Cavrell
	Cindy 

Holle



	1/1
	Liz 

Garofalo
	Gordon Cobleigh
	Kerri 

Willis
	Samantha Homar
	Maggie Shepherd
	Wendy Hummel


	
	Knox & 

DiFiglia
	Andrew Lavigne
	Kathy 

Faye

	1/8
	Dennis Corriveau
	Dave 

Hass
	Matt Budzik 


	Connor Johnson
	Dennis Whitty
	Liz 

Johnson


	
	Garofalo, Drew & Homar
	Amanda Lisitano
	Evelyn 

Morgen



	1/15
	Glenn Brielmann
	Evelyn Morgen
	Ann DiFiglia


	Michael Homar


	Dan 

Holle
	Chick 

Grillo


	
	Johnson & Hoover
	C & M

Cavrell
	Liz 

Garofalo

	1/22
	Phil 

Piccola
	Jim 

Meyer
	Rachel Schott


	Edwin Homar
	Dianne Warley
	Gerry 

Piccola
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	Andrew Lavigne
	Liz 

Johnson

	1/29
	Kendall Knox
	Kathy 

Faye
	Peter Gilsenan


	Samantha Homar
	Maggie Shepherd
	Glenn Brielmann


	
	Brielmann, Marciniec & Lisitano
	Amanda Lisitano
	Cindy 

Holle



	Ushers
Glenn Brielmann

Phil Piccola

Kendall Knox

Liz Garofalo 

Dennis Corriveau

(8:00 AM)

Patty Kloo

Lay Readers

Dave Hass

Evelyn Morgen

Jim Meyer

Kathy Faye

Gordon Cobleigh


	Lectors

Peter Gilsenan

Kerri Willis

Matt Budzik 

Ann DiFiglia

Rachel Schott

Acolytes

Michael Homar

Edwin Homar

Samantha Homar

Connor Johnson
	Chalice Bearers

Dianne Warley

Maggie Shepherd

Dennis Whitty

Dan Holle

Prayers of the People

Barbara Hass

Dave Hass

Ann DiFiglia

Wendy Hummel

Liz Johnson

Chick Grillo

Gerry Piccola

Glenn Brielmann


	Coffee Hour

Maureen Johnson

Priscilla Hoover

Anne Guptill &
Ed Iarusso

The Dedmans

Ruth Moore

Marsha Brielmann

Marci Marciniec

Amanda Lisitano

W. Morgan-Brown

Rachel Schott

Liz Johnson

Kathy Klinck

The Fayes

Lynda Hickey
	The Andersons 

The Sawyers

The Knoxs

Ann & Frank DiFiglia

Liz Garofalo

Jay Drew

Lisa Homar 


	Nursery

Carl & Melissa Cavrell

Andrew Lavigne

Amanda Lisitano

After Service Prayer

Liz Garofalo

Liz Johnson

Kathy Faye

Cindy Holle

Evelyn Morgen

Laundry

Barbara Hass


St. Stephen’s Children 
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_______________________________________________________________

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!

  Advent – During the weeks leading up to Christmas it is very challenging to not get caught up in the hustle and bustle of shopping and rushing around.  In Sunday school we talk with the children and youth about preparing, waiting and reflecting during this time and to remember that the real reason for all the preparation is the birth of Jesus Christ.  You can help to reinforce this at home by doing simple small things with your children like using an Advent Calendar or Advent wreath, displaying a manger scene and talking about it with your child. I have extras of all these things available to anyone who would like one—just let me know.  You may be surprised at what they know and remember from our Sunday school stories. (I hope!)  You can also discuss with them how it is “more blessed to give than to receive”—that can get tricky with little ones but it is important to talk about.  The best gift was given to us a very long time ago, far away in a manger.

   Used Toys—We will be collecting gently used toys once again to bring to a consignment shop in exchange for money that will be given to Operation Fuel on behalf of the children of St. Stephen's.  Please be sure that all parts are included and they are in good condition.  This is a great way to show your child that they can help people in need!  Toys will be collected through the end of December.

   Our Christmas pageant will be held on Saturday, December 24th at 5:30pm – There are still some parts available to anyone who would like to participate!  Rehearsals will be held every Sunday after the service (and after the children have grabbed a snack from coffee hour).  Rehearsals will run until about 12:30pm.  I could use some help in making props/background scenes, organizing costumes, and a couple “backstage” parents to help the children that are waiting to go on/off “stage”.   Please let me know if you are able to help out with any of these things.  

   There won't be Sunday school classes on December 25th or January 1st; however, children are always encouraged to join the congregation for the service.  Classes will resume on January 8th.  

   Teachers Needed!! - I will post the class schedules for 2012 on the bulletin board & in the classrooms.  Please look at the dates and sign up to help teach one or more of the classes.  

   Supplies – The classrooms are in need of regular Elmer’s/white school glue for our crafts.  Any donations would be greatly appreciated!

   January – With the incoming New Year we will be starting up our Family Movie Nights again!!  Our first one will be Friday, January 27th at 6:30 pm.  As always, it will be a double-feature movie starting off with a rated “G” selection followed by a rated “PG” selection.  Admission is free and open to all.  We will be charging for refreshments and all proceeds will go towards our 2012 VBS Program.  If you are able to help out with providing any refreshments or to help out in the kitchen please sign up on the bulletin board.

   The Bishop is coming!!!!  Bishop Laura Ahrens will be visiting our parish on Sunday, January 29th.  It would be wonderful if we could have as many of the children and youth present for her visit.  We are planning to do something special for her visit!

   Thank you to all of you who offer your time to help with the Sunday school and Youth programs.  It simply couldn't be done without all of you and you are very appreciated!!

   I wish you and your families a very joyous Christmas and a happy, healthy New Year!

God bless,

Lynda

Altar Guild Schedule

	
	Before 8 a.m.
	After 8 a.m.
	After 10 a.m.

	Week 1
	Debby Duncan
	Debby 
	Debby 

	Week 2
	Liz Garofalo
	Liz 
	Evelyn 

	Week 3
	Nancy Giesey
	Maggie Shepherd
	Maggie 

	Week 4
	
	Eleanore
	Ann DiFiglia

	Week 5
	Terry Tovey
	Terry
	Maggie


Nine Lessons and Carols 

   This special worship service traditionally tells the story of the birth of Jesus through 9 Bible readings interspersed with carols and hymns.  This year, we are going to do both the Advent version and the traditional Christmas version! 

   The Advent version will take place on Sunday, December 11th at 10 a.m. and the Christmas version on Sunday, January 1st at 10 a.m. 

Saint Stephen, Deacon and Martyr

   On December 26, the day after Christmas when we will all be caught up in the family traditions and the reality of the event of the Incarnation, we come in our liturgical year to the feast day of Stephen the patron saint of this congregation.  With Christmas falling as it does this year on a Sunday, it is unlikely that we will even notice the passage of this patronal celebration.  We will have a special prayer at the service on Christmas morning but that will be about the extent of our observance.  That will be our loss as Stephen has a unique role in the life of the church.  He was its first martyr.  

   What we know about Stephen is that he was in all probability a Hellenistic Jew (one whose cultural background was Greek and who was most likely better educated than many of his non-Hellenistic contemporaries.  He was among the seven chosen by the Apostles because of their character, their wisdom and the clear gifts of the Spirit, which they exhibited to carry out a variety of pastoral and administrative tasks in order to free up the Apostles for other ministries.  The model of ministry which Steven and the other six were called to has, over time, become the model for the ministry of deacons throughout the church.

   According to what we are told in the Acts of the Apostles, Stephen not only was an excellent preacher but also a renowned healer and pastoral care giver who performed many miracles.  His activities led to his arrest and trial before the Sanhedrin.  He mounted a powerful defense that enraged the members of the council and he was found guilty of the presentment against him and sentenced to death by stoning.  According to tradition, Saul, (later Saint Paul) stood by as Stephen was killed.  It is said that this experience and the example of Stephen’s life and ministry experience profoundly shaped Paul in his own ministry.

   On this Saint Stephen’s day, let us all pause in the midst of our Christmas observance to remember our patron saint and to reflect on the example of loving service that he offers for each of us to model in our own lives.

   The collect for Saint Stephen’s day may be found on page 237 of the Book of Common Prayer and the story of Stephen in the Acts of the Apostles Chapter 6 and 7 (6:8-7:2a, 51c-60).  You may wish to use these resources to remember Stephen on his day. 

Quiet Day & Anglican Prayer Beads

December 17th – Ember Day (9 a.m. – 12 p.m.)

See Dianne Warley for more information.

Christmas Memorials

Memorials are a great way to remember and give thanks for loved ones during the Christmas Season. If this is something you would like to do, please fill out the form (found in the bulletin or on the website: www.ststeves.org) and place it in the offertory with your donation. Your name will appear on a list in the Christmas bulletin and your donation will go towards flowers and decorations for the altar. You must include your telephone number below your name so you can be contacted if there are any questions.  Thank you.


The Altar Guild
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Saturday, December 10 ~ 10 am

Doors open at 10 am ~ until sold out
line begins forming and numbers will be passed out at 9am

Thousands of HOMEMADE cookies!
Dozens and dozens of FANCY varieties!
Priced by the pound~
Fill your box with your favorites!

COUPON

! $1 off one box of cookies
1 2 Ib. minimum purchase
1 one per family

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
31 Main Street
East Haddam, CT
860.873.9547
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For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Isaiah 9:6
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