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St. Stephen’s presents…

Their very first…

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL:
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August 1-5th 

6-8 p.m. 
	Rest for Your Souls

August 6th – The Transfiguration of Our Lord Jesus Christ
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Jesus said: “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.” (Matthew 11:28)
   With these words, He calls the broken, the confused, the stressed out, the angry, the bitter, and the sweltering unto himself. He is offering healing, relief, rest, and peace. He is giving us a way out. Why is it so hard for us to take Him up on it?  “You will find rest for your souls.”  That’s a promise. And God keeps His promises. Maybe not in our timeframe, but we can be sure that His is better than ours anyways. 

   At the Transfiguration, Jesus let his light shine! He revealed himself in the fullness of His glory as the Son of God to a select few. There was no hiding this kind of light under a bushel!  Moses and Elijah even came to the party—to show their service and devotion to Jesus. They were like references, demonstrating their personal recognition of Jesus as the Son of God the Father, Creator of the Heavens and the Earth.

   I ask again: Why do we have such a hard time just letting go, responding to His call—His outstretched arm—offering us everything our souls are crying out for? 

   For the few who have responded and experienced His promise of rest, healing, peace... Let that light shine!  Be that beacon of hope to the hopeless! Stand with the One who gave you rest for your soul. Demonstrate your recognition of Him as Son of God. His glory is His alone, but He invites us to stand in it!  Bask in it. Rest in it. The glory of His love and light will bless you and those around you. They will look on in amazement and awe—just like His three apostles.  

Come unto Him. Spend time in His word and at His feet.

You will find rest.


	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6

	
	
	
	8:00 pm

AA Meeting


	
	
	

	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13

	8:00 am Morning Prayer & Communion

9:30 am Holy Eucharist 

5:00 pm Harvest House


	6:00 pm

Yoga

7:30 pm

Vestry

	7:30 pm

AA Meeting

	8:00 pm

AA Meeting


	
	 
	

	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20

	8:00 am Morning Prayer & Communion

9:30 am Holy Eucharist 

5:00 pm Harvest House


	6:00 pm

Yoga

	7:30 pm

AA Meeting

	8:00 pm

AA Meeting


	
	
	

	21
	22
	23
	24
	25
	26
	27

	8:00 am Morning Prayer & Communion

9:30 am Holy Eucharist

5:00 pm Harvest House


	6:00 pm

Yoga


	7:30 pm

AA Meeting


	8:00 pm

AA Meeting


	
	
	5 pm – 12 am

Private Party (Parish Hall)

	28
	29
	30
	31
	
	
	

	8:00 am Morning Prayer & Communion

9:30 am Holy Eucharist 

5:00 pm Harvest House


	6:00 pm

Yoga
	7:30 pm

AA Meeting


	8:00 pm

AA Meeting


	
	
	


From David…

The Lazy, Hazy, Crazy Days of Summer?

Dear Saint Stephen’s Family,

   It used to be the case that the summer was a slower more reflective time.  It was the time when everything seemed to slow down and everyone stopped to enjoy the moment.  For a shrinking minority that may still be the summer reality but for more and more of us the summer is a season no different than the rest of the year.  This is probably not a helpful trend but it is the reality which most of us face.  We are certainly busy here at Saint Stephen’s with the work on the roof well under way and with the advent of our very first Vacation Bible School; these are but two of the signs of the increased activity around here.  The economy also represents a challenge for many in terms of limited opportunities and resources to support the “time away” vacations that many of us would like to have and fondly remember.

   In spite of all the challenges let me encourage all of us to find ways to make these weeks of summer a time of renewal, refreshment and re-creation.  This will require all of us to be creative about how we weave this important leisure time into the other obligations that we have but good self-care is part of what Jesus modeled in ministry and which the rest of us ought to emulate if we are to continue to be ready to respond to God’s call to us to minister His name. 

   In the next few months we will be spending a lot of time talking about the nature of ministry here asking ourselves the question, “what is God up to?” and confronting those opportunities that God is continuing to set before us for the work of ministry as we prepare to call a new Rector for this congregation.  So rest up when you can but be ready for you do not know the time when God will call you to action even in these lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer.

Faithfully,

David+
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Psalm 127:1-2

A Pilgrim Song of Solomon

If God doesn't build the house, the builders only build shacks. 

If God doesn't guard the city, the night watchman might as well nap. 

It's useless to rise early and go to bed late, and work your worried fingers to the bone.

Don't you know he enjoys giving rest to those he loves?

(The Message)
Lectionary Texts 

August 8—Eighth Sunday after Pentecost

Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28

Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22, 45b

Romans 10:5-15

Matthew 14:22-33

August 14—Ninth Sunday after Pentecost

Genesis 45:1-15

Psalm 133

Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32

Matthew 15: [10-20], 21-28

August 21—Tenth Sunday after Pentecost

Exodus 1:8—2:10

Psalm 124

Romans 12:1-8

Matthew 16:13-20

August 28—Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost

Exodus 3:1-15

Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45c

Romans 12:9-21

Matthew 16:21-28
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Attention: Cookie-Lovers!

The question as to whether the Cookie Fair should continue or be "retired" was put to the congregation. By majority vote, it was decided to continue to have the cookie fair, however, we'll be doing some "tweaking".  Thank you everybody for your response and we look forward to cookie baking this year and in the years to come.  

-The Cookie Sisters-

Ann DiFiglia & Gerry Piccola

Vestry Highlights

May 9, 2011 – 7:35 p.m.
Opening Prayer & Reflection – Gordon Cobleigh

Capital Campaign Report – Fred Weissbach

Pledges stayed the same, one more mailing for neighborhood and local businesses. Victory party scheduled for June 26th. Recommendation made that a development committee be created to continue to raise funds for such projects.

Search Committee Presentation – Fred Weissbach & Terry Tovey. Distributed 162 surveys, 60 were returned, which is just under 40% response. Nothing was received from the 21-35-age bracket. Need a consensus from Vestry: Seeking a full-time or part-time priest? 

Review of March Minutes – approved
Treasurer’s Report – $430 under budget for the month. Diocesan Pledge paid up through March, still one month behind. 

Capital Improvement Update – Denny Tovey

We can move forward. Final decision to contract with R.A. Parady & Sons http://raparadyandsons.com. They will be taking care of the Church, Bell Tower, Gutters and Chimney. Decided to wait on improvements to the Parish Hall and Rectory. 

Search Process – Interim Priest – In the process of making an offer for a new retiree from a church in Windsor

Other Business

A moment with Dianne:  Finances are more of a spiritual issue for St. Stephen’s than an issue of money. We need to be listening to God’s direction on our giving. It is not about the building or the bills. It is up to us to ask how to use the building to glorify God and to show His love to those who walk through the door. It is up to us to ask God how best to use the money that comes in. When did we as a parish begin to think of money as a practical matter? When did it change?  The Bishop’s message is to give to God’s Mission on Earth. If we only consider the business aspect, the spiritual aspect doesn’t come. Concentrate on the spiritual aspect and the business aspect will take care of itself. We’ve been too concerned about the business. Think about it.  

Adjournment at 9:30
Compline – led by Glenn Brielmann

Next Meeting: June 13th 7:30 p.m. 
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Rotation Schedule
August 2011
	
	Ushers
	Lay Readers
	Lectors
	Acolytes 
	Chalice Bearers
	Prayers of the People
	Altar 

Guild
	Coffee 

Hour
	Nursery
	After Service Prayer

	8/7
	Kendall Knox
	Evelyn Morgen
	Kerri 

Willis
	Michael Homar


	Dianne Warley
	Liz 

Johnson
	See Separate Schedule

 (Last page)
	Guptill, Iarusso, Dedman & Moore
	Andrew Lavigne
	Kathy 

Faye

	8/14
	Liz 

Garofalo
	Jim 

Meyer


	Matt Budzik
	Edwin Homar
	Maggie Shepherd
	Chick 

Grillo


	
	Brielmann, Marciniec & Lisitano
	Amanda Lisitano
	Cindy 

Holle

	8/21
	Dennis Corriveau
	Kathy 

Faye
	Ann DiFiglia
	Erin 

Holle
	Dennis Whitty
	Gerry 

Piccola
	
	Johnson, Schott Morgan-Brown
	C &  M

Cavrell
	Evelyn 

Morgen

	8/28
	Glenn Brielmann
	Gordon Cobleigh
	Peter Gilsenan
	Samantha Homar
	Dan 

Holle
	Glenn Brielmann
	
	Klinck, Faye & Hickey
	Andrew Lavigne
	Liz 

Garofalo

	9/4
	Phil 

Piccola
	Dave 

Hass
	Kerri 

Willis
	Connor Johnson
	Dianne Warley
	Dave

Hass
	
	Anderson & Sawyer
	Amanda Lisitano
	Liz 

Johnson

	9/11


	Kendall Knox


	Evelyn Morgen
	Matt Budzik
	Michael Homar


	Maggie Shepherd
	Ann 

DiFiglia
	
	Knox & 

DiFiglia
	C &  M

Cavrell
	Kathy 

Faye

	9/18
	Liz 

Garofalo
	Jim 

Meyer


	Ann DiFiglia
	Edwin Homar
	Dennis Whitty
	Wendy Hummel
	
	Garofalo, Drew & Homar
	Andrew Lavigne
	Cindy 

Holle

	9/25
	Dennis Corriveau
	Kathy 

Faye
	Peter Gilsenan
	Erin 

Holle
	Dan 

Holle
	Liz 

Johnson
	
	Johnson & Hoover
	Amanda Lisitano
	Evelyn 

Morgen

	Ushers
Glenn Brielmann

Phil Piccola

Kendall Knox

Liz Garofalo 

Dennis Corriveau

(8:00 AM)

Patty Kloo

Lay Readers

Dave Hass

Evelyn Morgen

Jim Meyer

Kathy Faye

Gordon Cobleigh


	Lectors

Peter Gilsenan

Kerri Willis

Matt Budzik 

Ann DiFiglia

Acolytes

Michael Homar

Edwin Homar

Erin Holle

Samantha Homar

Connor Johnson
	Chalice Bearers

Dianne Warley

Maggie Shepherd

Dennis Whitty

Dan Holle

Prayers of the People

Barbara Hass

Dave Hass

Ann DiFiglia

Wendy Hummel

Liz Johnson

Chick Grillo

Gerry Piccola

Glenn Brielmann


	Coffee Hour

Maureen Johnson

Priscilla Hoover

Anne Guptill &
Ed Iarusso

The Dedmans

Ruth Moore

Marsha Brielmann

Marci Marciniec

Amanda Lisitano

W. Morgan-Brown

Rachel Schott

Liz Johnson

Kathy Klinck

The Fayes

Lynda Hickey

The Andersons

The Sawyers


	The Knoxs

Ann & Frank DiFiglia

Liz Garofalo

Jay Drew

Lisa Homar 


	Nursery

Carl & Melissa Cavrell

Andrew Lavigne

Amanda Lisitano

After Service Prayer

Liz Garofalo

Liz Johnson

Kathy Faye

Cindy Holle

Evelyn Morgen

Laundry

Barbara Hass


St. Stephen’s Children 
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_______________________________________________________________

Greetings  - 

   First off I would like to extend my heartfelt thanks to all of you who helped out with making St. Stephen’s first Vacation Bible School a success! Even though I am writing this prior to the start of it, I have faith that all will go very well. I am always so very touched by the generosity of the parishioners here at St. Stephen’s. So many of you give so much of yourselves that I can’t help but feel that it is indeed the Holy Spirit at work inside each of you—what a blessing it is to experience that!

   I would also like to thank those of you who tended the garden over the summer—Thank you very much!! We will be scheduling a Harvest House dinner in the fall to be run by the children & youth using the fruits of their garden. Special thanks again to Maureen, Connor, Riley Johnson and Johnny for all their contributions to making the garden a success once again!

Upcoming Events

Sunday, August 7th
After church – Clean Up/Organization Day 

If you are able to stay and help organize and clean the classrooms that would be great!  

Friday, August 12th
12:30 p.m. – Youth Group Field Trip 

All youth class members are invited and encouraged to join myself, Liz Garofalo, and Bill Faye for a trip to Yale Divinity Ministry Resource Library to review and select the curriculum they would like to use for the upcoming church school year. Your input is very important!! Please contact one of us ASAP if you are interested in attending.

Sunday, August 14th 

Youth Group White Water Rafting Trip 

Please contact Liz Garofalo or Bill Faye with any interest or questions.

Church School begins Sunday, September 11th at 9:45a.m.

Registration forms are in the Narthex

Please register your child

   In June, I reviewed different types of curriculum for the 2nd – 6th grade classes at the Diocesan House with Linda Snyder & Emily Perow. The people at Diocesan House were very helpful at identifying and gearing our search towards the specific needs of our classroom time and structure. The curriculum that was selected is Weaving God’s Promises, published by Church Publishing, Inc. This lectionary-based curriculum’s lessons follow the Sunday readings used in worship with a general focus on the Gospel; therefore, all ages of students (plus parents too!) will interact with the same Biblical passage or story on any given Sunday. My hope is that this will open up conversations and discussions between children and parents regarding the Gospel.

   I would like to have anyone interested in volunteering, to help teach or assist in any of the four classrooms. Please sign up on the teacher sign-up sheet in the Narthex.  The curriculum is very easy to work with and very well organized. Teaching church school is a great way to get to know the children and youth of St. Stephen’s and for them to get to know you!  The earlier you sign up, the better—I have listed all the Sundays through the end of the year.

Church School Registration forms are available for the fall!  Please fill out one form per child and submit to the church office at your earliest convenience.  

Nursery:  We are in desperate need of updating the nursery care rotation. If you have a young child that requires nursery care please sign up to be part of a parent rotation. The sign-up sheet for Nursery is also located in the Narthex.

Classroom Supplies:  There will be a list of classroom supplies posted—any donations are greatly appreciated!

   I am looking forward to a great year ahead with all the children & youth of St. Stephen’s.

God Bless – 

Lynda Hickey

From the Search Committee: 

St. Stephen’s Survey Findings

   The Search Committee wants to thank everyone who filled out the church survey earlier in the spring.  Of the 165 surveys that were handed or mailed out, 84 were completed.  This means that 51% of the active membership of St. Stephen’s participated in this important exercise, and your response to a range of important questions is helping to focus our efforts as we seek a new Rector for our Parish. 

   Here are the basic demographics of our survey respondents.  In terms of age, six are under 21, two are 21 to 35, twenty-eight are 35 to 50, thirty-one are 50 to 65, and seventeen are over 65.  Forty-eight females and thirty-six males participated.  Most are married – 68, and our younger parents have more than 70 children living at home.  Sixty respondents have been attending St. Stephen’s for five years or more.  Seventy-three respondents indicated that they attend church services at least twice a month.  Twenty-two preferred the 8:00 am service, sixty-two preferred the 10:00 am service, and overall 89% of the survey participants are pleased with the service that they attend.

   In terms of stewardship, a significant majority feels that it is important to give of time and talent to the parish, as well as making annual pledges to support the operating budget of the church and capital contributions for identified needs.  However, only 25% of the respondents indicated a willingness and ability to increase their annual pledge to support a full-time priest.  

   There are strong, positive feelings about St. Stephen’s range of family programs, especially the adult, youth, and angel choirs, Sunday School, youth group, coffee hour, potluck suppers and social gatherings.  Seventy-eight percent feels that the music program enhances St. Stephen’s ministry.  High marks are given to Harvest House, the Prayer Shawl and Sweater ministries, Ladies Aid, the Healing Ministry, and such Fellowship Fundraisers as the Cookie Fair, the Chicken Barbecue, and Auction. The good work of the Vestry, Altar Guild, Lay Eucharistic Ministers, Ushers and Readers, Acolytes, Facilities Committee, and Prayer Team is greatly appreciated.  While the adult Christian education program is generally well received, only 20% of the survey participants take advantage of this opportunity.  Fifty-two percent believe that evangelism is important to the mission of St. Stephen’s, and 50% felt that St. Stephen’s is doing enough outreach to the community.

   In terms of parish life, 93% said that they feel welcome in the community of St. Stephen’s, 84% believe that church members are good about supporting one another, and 72% endorse our motto – “Love Grows Here.”  Eighty-three percent are positively influenced by homilies and sermons heard on Sunday morning.  There is also a lot of pride in how we maintain our historic church property and facilities. 

   Finally, as we search for a new Rector, we know from our survey and the follow-up focus sessions that our congregation regards preaching of the gospel, counseling, and pastoral care as priorities.  Participation and coordination with youth ministry is considered vital.  We want someone who can lead our congregation, not only as a brother or sister in Christ, but as head and member of a welcoming and close-knit Christian community.  Our Rector would naturally be our ambassador to the larger community, while empowering us to maintain and grow our ministries, as well as attract new families to St. Stephen’s.  And, once we find the right person, we know that our next Rector will enjoy solid support not only from our staff, but also from our dedicated, responsible, and enthusiastic parishioners.

Fred Weissbach

Search Committee Co-Chair

[image: image7.png]



[image: image8.jpg]ZJ) \S
MW\ /177

Connecticut Commission
on Culture & Tourism




Capital Campaign 

Campaign Victory 

   St. Stephen’s Campaign Committee, which includes Gordon Cobleigh, George Giesey, Mary Ellen Klinck, Anna Ruth Masters, Gerry Piccola, and Fred Weissbach, wants to thank everyone who made pledges and gifts of to help fund the long-delayed and much-needed renovations and repairs to the Church and Parish House.  

   A total of $200,000 has been pledged by 120 parishioners and friends of St. Stephen’s toward this project that we call “Raising the Roof:  Building an Ark for our Age,” and this amount includes a $65,000 grant from the Connecticut Commission on Culture and Tourism that set our efforts in motion last summer.

   These funds are intended to address the on-going infiltration of water into the building, resulting in leaks above the altar, damage to plaster on the walls of the sanctuary, and an accumulation of mold and mildew. The probable scope of work will include the following:  full re-roofing to replace all wood shingles on the Church, replacement of all wood siding on the Church, new gutters and flashing, and repairs to the brick work on the chimneys in order to make our Church “water-tight.”  Replacing the asphalt shingles on the Parish Hall and Rectory, as well as the construction of storm drains, awaits our success with future grant requests.

   This project provides tangible evidence that the parishioners of St. Stephen’s feel strongly about stewardship, giving generously of their time and financial resources in order to maintain our historic church property and facilities.  Frankly, the amount of support has been truly amazing, and as a result, renovations and repairs can now begin.  Thank you!

Fred Weissbach

Capital Campaign Chairman

The Story of St. Stephen’s

Our Story—The Saga Continues
The American Revolution was not kind to the Anglicans who believed the British king was the head of the church. East Haddam militia units marched to the relief of Boston as early as September 1774, on reports that the British had actually attacked Boston. This false report also caused a group of Sons of Liberty, under Capt. Fox to tar and feather Dr. Asa Beebe, the outspoken Anglican lay leader in the East Haddam area. Dr. Beebe was the only known Tory to leave East Haddam. Also, another Beebe, Dr. Abner Beebe was censured and boycotted until he signed the Committee of Inspection's confession that the Committee had drawn up for him.
   With the king no longer ruler over the colonies and the Anglican Church disbanded; it was time for change. Some former Anglicans, now called Episcopalians, did not want to be ruled by a head bishop, others did. This matter was settled in November 1784, when the Church of Scotland consecrated Samuel Seabury Junior, son of the circuit rider Samuel Seabury. This caused the English bishops to reconsider their position on American Episcopalians. Therefore, in 1786, these bishops secured an act for consecrating bishops without the oath of allegiance and supremacy. George III approved it on July 4, 1786.
   The Anglican Church in East Haddam never had a meetinghouse. The opportunity came, when in 1791, forty-one men gathered to form an ecclesiastical Society. This happened as disagreement came about when Capt. Samuel Gates died in 1788 and willed the eastern end of this property as the new site of the Congregational Church. This site was accepted much to the consternation of the members who lived in the Landing area. The new church (meeting house) would be a little over a mile and a half away, and up a steep rise. These ingenuous members felt the extra travel would be an undue hardship for their families.
   The spine-tingling serial continues...


The Stewardship Committee
Ladies Aid Society

   The LAS has been putting together ideas over the summer and this fall’s Forum and Fun Series is taking shape already!  We hope you can join us for the first few programs.   
   We're especially excited to have Bishop Laura Ahrens joining us on Friday, October 14th at 7 p.m. to discuss “Women in the Church.”  How has the place of women in the church changed since women's ordination?  Has it?  Bishop Ahrens is an enthusiastic, wise woman of God, who will listen and speak from her experience as a woman, priest, and now bishop in the Episcopal Church.
   To date, our line-up is as follows—Stay tuned for more and please submit ideas you may have by filling out the appropriate form provided in the Narthex.

Sunday, September 11, 2011: 


12-1 p.m. – Business meeting


1:15-2:15 p.m. – Ladies and Young Ladies Tea



Childcare will be available from our youth group
Sunday October 9, 2011:

“After Church” - A historical walking tour of our church and grounds, led by Lynne Meyer. 

Friday, October 14, 2011:

7 p.m. – A presentation from the Rt. Reverend Laura Ahrens, Suffragan Bishop, entitled: 

“Women and Church.” 

November 2011 (date tbd): 

A Night with Expert Naturopath, Michelle Pouliot

Gwen Pond

Altar Guild Schedule

	
	Before 8 a.m.
	After 8 a.m.
	After 10 a.m.

	Week 1
	Debby Duncan
	Debby 
	Debby 

	Week 2
	Liz Garofalo
	Liz 
	Evelyn 

	Week 3
	Nancy Giesey
	Maggie Shepherd
	Maggie 

	Week 4
	Eleanore Browne
	Eleanore
	Ann DiFiglia

	Week 5
	Terry Tovey
	Terry
	Maggie


7th-12th Youth Group Update
   The 7th-12th-grade church school class finished the year discussing God’s creation and the environment and did a clean up afternoon at the Salmon River.  We hosted St.Stephen’s turn for Harvest House in June making homemade pizza. We have planned an end of the year trip for white water rafting on August 14th—so if you don’t see us in church that Sunday we will be praying on the river :^)

   The group is going to Yale Divinity in August to search for our new curriculum for the fall. The Youth helps to choose what interests them in learning about our world and the big part that God plays in our lives.

   We have a great group of mission-oriented youth and hope you are all praying for God’s direction in how you could be involved with them. We are still seeking youth leaders and teachers for this group of great kids. Please see Lynda Hickey, Bill Faye or Liz Garofalo to discuss.

   God’s Peace,

Liz Garofalo & Bill Faye

Co-Youth Leaders
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Did you know?

When a Child Needs Help: EMPS is Ready

   When a child or adolescent experiences a behavioral or mental health crisis, help is a phone call away. Dial 2-1-1 to reach EMPS, Connecticut’s Emergency Mobile Psychiatric Service. When an EMPS call comes in to 2-1-1, a trained call specialist completes a brief assessment and connects the caller to a mental health clinician. EMPS clinicians are immediately available in person or by phone to help resolve the crisis wherever help is needed. Dial 2-1-1 to access EMPS. To learn more about EMPS, visit www.empsct.org. 

(From the Connecticut Alliance For Basic Human Needs)

	St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church

P.O. Box 464 / 31 Main Street

East Haddam, CT 06423-0464
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Vacation Bible School – 6-8 p.m.





Save the Date:


Blood Drive – September 20th Cookie Fair – December 10th








“Forget the former things; 


do not dwell on the past. 


See, I am doing a new thing! �   Now it springs up; 


do you not perceive it? �I am making a way in the wilderness 


and streams in the wasteland.”


(Isaiah 43:18-19)
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